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1. Introduction 

In 2022, AIMS Press launched a journal focused on urban resilience, called Urban Resilience and 
Sustainability. The journal began accepting submissions in 2023 and in the past year, it received 42 
submissions. Of those, 20 were submitted online, 9 were rejected, and 9 were withdrawn—data from 
the online submission system. 

Submission Online Reject/Withdraw rejection rate 

42 20 9/9 42.8% 

It is also actively expanding its editorial board to include several outstanding scholars. Next, 
journal development, manuscript processing, and future perspectives will be presented to share URS’s 
work and development this year. 

2. Manuscript processing 

This part includes the processing time for each stage of the manuscript, the cycle time for the 
manuscript to be online, and the distribution of authors. 

The 20 manuscripts put online include two reviews and one editorial, which generally have a 
shorter processing cycle than research papers. 

Type  Research article Review Editorial 

Count 17 2 1 
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2.1 Manuscript processing time 

The manuscript processing time consists of three indicators of measurement, which are: average 
publication time (APT), submission to first decision time (TFD), and acceptance to publication time 
(ATOP). Each indicator is also quantified on annual and quarterly time scales. 

 

Based on the ATP, journals typically begin receiving and processing manuscripts towards the end 
of 2022. The initial stages of the process can be challenging, resulting in a longer average publication 
cycle for manuscripts. Still, the pace of publication gradually accelerates after 1Q. 

 

The average TFD value is 69.3 days, and the review cycle is 14 days, which remains average 
except for the first quarter, which pulls down the average value. 
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This section with an average value of 17.3 days, indicates the average time from manuscript 
acceptance to launch, usually 10 days, which is influenced by the speed of the typesetting editor, the 
speed of the English editor’s review, and the author’s cooperation. 

2.2 Distribution of countries 

The geographic distribution of the author group as a reflection of the attractiveness of the journal, 
is a broad and strong group that can promote citation of the journal and allow it to grow and flourish. 

The Sunburst Chart shows that the majority of authors of URS online manuscripts in 2023 are 
from Asia and Europe, with Africa following closely behind. The Americas have the fewest number 
of authors. Notably, Italian, Chinese, and British authors are well represented. European authors 
accounted for 25% of the published manuscripts. 

 

3. Journal development 

3.1 Editorial board countries and regions 

URS currently has 39 editorial board members from 15 countries on four continents. Twenty-five 
of them are new this year. Currently, 46% of editorial board members are from European countries, 
with the United Kingdom and Italy having the highest number of editorial board members. 
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3.2 Article metrics 

The table shows the top ten manuscripts in terms of downloads and views. This will be a 
motivation for the future promotion of journals and to help them get into the desired databases as early 
as possible. Data from journal homepage as of December 20, 2023. 

Title Downloads Article Views 

A preliminary analysis of the relationship between special economic zones (SEZs) 

and land usage. Highlight accessibility between logistical nodes and transportation 

systems 

43 904 

Geospatial analysis of impact on evacuation routes and urban areas in South Texas 

due to flood events 

67 866 

Determinants of cities’ financial governance for sustainable urban development in 

Morocco—Case of the regions of Casablanca-Settat and Rabat-Sale-Kenitra 

52 833 

Urban development criteria with a focus on resilience to pandemics: A case study 

of coronavirus (Covid-19) 

51 777 

Sociodemographic factors associated with informal sector activities in selected 

urban areas of Nigeria 

37 710 

Computer-based analysis for design and schedule management for commercial 

buildings 

28 601 

Assessing sustainability of coastal tourism based special economic zone (SEZ) in 

Indonesia: The case of Tanjung Lesung Coastal Area, Banten Province, Indonesia 

53 530 

A researcher companion of data collection and validation methods 43 451 

The management of sustainable energy sources in the mechanical sector 32 408 

The Climate Transition Strategy of the city of Brescia (Italy) 43 282 

3.3 Special issues 

Four special issues were constructed for URS 2023, with the most highly submitted special issue 
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having 9 papers, which is 21% of the total number of submissions, and 5 final online, which is 25% of 
the number of online papers. The two new special issues for the second half of the year are still working 
on submissions. 

4. Summary and perspective 

4.1 Summary 

It is always said that everything is difficult at the beginning. But after the difficulties, there will 
be a new turnaround, for the journal and the editorial board. In 2023 URS received 42 manuscripts, 
put 20 online, founded 4 special issues, and added 25 new editorial board members.  

4.2 perspective 

Regarding the current problems, what needs to be paid attention to in the following development: 
1. Increase the publicizing of journals to further absorb the high-quality papers; 2. Improve the 
processing speed of manuscripts and strictly control the quality of manuscripts; 3. Make full 
preparations for entering the database; 4. Continued enlargement of the Editorial Board. 

©2023 the Author(s), licensee AIMS Press. This is an open access 
article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons 
Attribution License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0) 

 

 

 

 

 

Title Creation date Submissions Online 

Blue Green economic sustainability, Urban 6.0 and D3 revolutions 

through 5th wave theory 
2023.2.1 9 5 

Rehabilitation of the existing building park and its relationship with 

urban agglomerates 
2023.6.2 8 4 

Urban green spaces for urban resilience 2023.10.16 0 0 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Urban Resilience 2023.12.12 0 0 


