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Abstract: Cholera, a severe gastrointestinal infection caused by the bacterium Vibrio cholerae, remains a
major threat to public health, with a yearly estimated global burden of 2.9 million cases. Although most existing
models for the disease focus on its population dynamics, the disease evolves from within-host processes to
the population, making it imperative to link the multiple scales of the disease to gain better perspectives on its
spread and control. In this study, we propose an immuno-epidemiological model that links the between-host and
within-host dynamics of cholera. The immunological (within-host) model depicts the interaction of the cholera
pathogen with the adaptive immune response. We distinguish pathogen dynamics from immune response
dynamics by assigning different time scales. Through a time-scale analysis, we characterise a single infected
person by their immune response. Contrary to other within-host models, this modelling approach allows for
recovery through pathogen clearance after a finite time. Then, we scale up the dynamics of the infected person
to construct an epidemic model, where the infected population is structured by individual immunological
dynamics. We derive the basic reproduction number (R0) and analyse the stability of the equilibrium points. At
the disease-free equilibrium, the disease will either be eradicated if R0 < 1 or otherwise persists. A unique
endemic equilibrium exists when R0 > 1 and is locally asymptotically stable without a loss of immunity.

Keywords: cholera; within-host dynamics; between-host dynamics; immuno-epidemiological; stability
analysis

1. Introduction

Infectious diseases remain a major cause of human mortality and morbidity, despite advances in
medicine [1]. A holistic understanding of the transmission dynamics of these diseases is necessary
for the development of better approaches aimed at reducing their transmission [2]. Two scales of
interactions can be attributed to host-pathogen interactions: the epidemiological (between-host) scale
that is linked to disease transmission in the population and the immunological (within-host) scale that
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relates to viral-cell interaction at the individual host level [3, 4]. The two scales have been modelled
independently in many instances, as seen in [5, 6]. However, models with multiple scales that bridge
between-host and within-host processes provide novel perspectives on host-parasite interactions. Such
models, called immuno-epidemiological models, have gained interest in recent times [7]. These models
incorporate both the immunological and epidemiological processes, allowing for a better understanding
of the complex interactions between pathogens and hosts. Multi-scale (immuno-epidemilogical) models
provide benefits such as explaining the role of within-host processes in pathogen evolution and predicting
epidemiological quantities such as reproduction numbers and disease prevalence. Aside from the
between and within-host processes, the linkage mechanism is a critical aspect in connecting the two
processes [7, 8]. Examples of linkage mechanisms include linkage through nesting principles and the
formulation of immunologically inspired between-host models [9].

The present paper focuses on an immuno-epidemiological model for cholera, which is an acute
gastrointestinal disease caused by the bacterium Vibrio cholerae. The disease affects millions of people
globally, mainly in countries that lack access to safe drinking water and proper sanitation infrastructure.
The global burden is estimated at 2.9 million cases and 95,000 deaths annually [10]. Cholera is
transmitted directly through the fecal-oral route and indirectly from the environment through ingestion
of contaminated food and water [11]. The transmission dynamics of the disease spans multiple scales
and are largely dependent on the diverse interactions between the environment, the human host, and
the pathogen [11]. When bacteria are ingested, through either route of transmission, they must survive
the stomach’s gastric acid. Then, they penetrate the mucus lining of the epithelial cells, colonize them,
and secrete a Cholera toxin (CT) that causes cholera symptoms [12]. These symptoms include watery
diarrhoea and vomiting. Infected persons are either symptomatic or asymptomatic and can shed bacteria
back into the environment through their stool. The passage of bacteria through the gut transforms it into
a hyperinfectious state, with studies indicating that freshly shed vibrios are more infectious than the
bacteria in the environment (environmental vibrios). They are also responsible for the explosive nature
of the disease [11]. Therefore, the transmission dynamics evolve from complex within-host processes to
between-host transmission with interactions from the cholera pathogen in the environment, making it
essential to incorporate multiple scales in disease model development.

The majority of cholera models center on its epidemic spread [5,11,13–15]. A within-host model based
on the bacterial-viral interaction of the disease [6] is among the few attempts at modelling the disease at the
within-host scale. Recent attempts have also been made to develop and analyse multi-scale cholera models.
Wang and Wang [16] formulated a multi-scale model that linked the between-host and within-host dynamics
of cholera through human vibrio concentration. The within-host model depicts the evolution of highly
infectious human vibrios in the body, whereas the between-host model is a Susceptible-Infected-Recovered
(SIR) system that includes a compartment for environmental bacteria. The highly infectious human vibrios
contribute to environmental bacterial growth and disease transmission among humans, providing a linkage
between the two scales. Within-host dynamics occur at a faster time scale (hours) than between-host
dynamics (months), allowing for a fast-slow analysis and a detailed study of the dynamics at each scale. The
within-host system however takes a single ordinary differential equation form. Ratchford and Wang [17]
extended the model through the inclusion of a compartment for viruses and immune responses in the
within-host model. This allowed for a more detailed examination of the disease dynamics within a host. The
complete model was decoupled into three subsystems, with a time-scale separation allowing for simplified
analysis. The results indicate that the basic reproduction number depends on both the direct and indirect
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transmission pathways of the disease.
Similarly, in this paper, we aim to extend the knowledge of multi-scale cholera modelling by formulating

an immuno-epidemiological model that links the within-host and between-host dynamics of cholera. Unlike
the previous papers, we structure the between-host model using immunological variables. To that end, we
first derive a within-host model depicting the interaction of the cholera pathogen and the adaptive immune
response. We distinguish pathogen dynamics from immune response dynamics by assigning different time
scales, with pathogen dynamics being faster than the immune response. This is also more mathematically
convenient, as it allows for the use of time-scale seperation methods in the analysis of the within-host
model. The results from the analysis allow us to characterize a single infected individual by their immune
response state. Then, we scale up the dynamics of the single infected person to construct an epidemic model
where the infected population is structured by individual immunological dynamics. Lastly, we analyse the
physiologically structured epidemic model to determine the long-term behavior of solutions.

The remainder of this paper is organised as follows. In Section 2, we formulate the within-host model and
carry out a time-scale analysis of the fast and slow subsystems. In Section 3, we formulate the between-host
model, compute the equilibrium points, derive the expression for the reproduction number and analyse the
local stability of the steady states. Finally, we discuss the results and conclude the paper in Section 4.

2. Within-host model

We aim to construct a model that outlines the interaction of cholera pathogens with immune responses
within an individual. We follow a similar approach described in [7]. In this case, we consider the
growth of the pathogen to be influenced by Allee effects. Allee effects depict the co-relation between
the population size and the fitness of a species [18, 19]. Populations exhibiting this effect show reduced
growth at low pathogen densities. The effects are classified as strong if they result in a critical population
density and weak if they don’t result in a critical density [18]. We consider the case of strong Allee
effects and assume that the Vibrio pathogens grow above a critical density for infection to occur. This
turns out to be biologically relevant since microbial populations with quorum sensing mechanisms,
such as Vibrio cholerae bacteria, have been shown to exhibit Allee effects [20, 21]. Subsequently, when
ingested from the environment, cholera bacteria must first penetrate the mucus lining of the intestinal
epithelial cells and escape the innate immunity defenses to be able to proliferate [12, 22]. At low
densities, the innate immune responses can fight off the bacteria, and therefore a high infectious dose of
108–1011 cells is required for the bacteria to colonize the small intestines and cause infection [23].

With that in mind, we formulate the within-host model where we describe the interaction of the
pathogen with the adaptive immune response. We denote the quantity of pathogen in an individual
resulting from the ingestion of Vibrio cholerae bacteria by a pathogen load P (cells/ml). Pathogen
growth in the body is subject to Allee effects, which are represented by a cubic growth term. The
presence of the pathogen in the body stimulates immune response cells (B-Cells) that fight the pathogen.
We denote this adaptive immune response by the variable W (cells/ml).

Therefore, the within-host model reads as follows:

dP
dt
= αP

(
1 −

P
K

) (
P − β

)
− γP − δPW

dW
dt
= ϵ
(
κP − cW

)
,

(2.1)
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where α is the intrinsic growth rate, β is the critical density (Allee threshold) below which the pathogen
has reduced growth rates and K is the carrying capacity. The pathogen is removed through natural death
at rate γ and through clearance by the immune response at rate δ. The immune response is activated in
the presence of the pathogen at rate κ and self-deactivated at rate c. Adaptive immune responses are
known to be slower to respond to pathogens than innate responses [24]. As such, we consider that the
pathogen grows at a much faster rate than the immune response. Therefore, we explicitly distinguish
pathogen dynamics from immune responses by prescribing different time scales. The parameter ϵ ≪ 1
is the time scale parameter that represents the slow time scale of the immune response. This turns out to
be mathematically convenient for analysis. Time-scale separation methods have become common in the
study of biological systems after their advancement through the work of FitzHugh and Nagumo [25, 26].
The analysis of the resulting system involves splitting the full system into smaller subsystems (fast and
slow systems). For an introduction to the approach, we refer the reader to [3, 25–27]. Next, we use the
time-scale approach to analyse the within-host model.

2.1. Time-scale analysis

Pathogen dynamics and the dynamics of the immune response occur on separate time scales. The pathogen
load is considered to grow on a fast time scale, while the immune response grows on a slow time scale. We
split the system (2.1) into fast and slow systems and analyse the dynamics of each system. From the fast
system, we expect to find the line of stationary points (slow manifold) along which the slow system moves.
The slow system will be the reduced problem from which generalizations about the long-term behaviour of
the full system can be made. That is, we can find the approximate solution for the full system.

2.1.1. Fast system

We consider the pathogen load P to be the fast variable. On the fast time scale, the immune response
W does not change. Therefore, we let W be constant and only consider the change in the pathogen load.
For ϵ → 0, the fast system is given by the following:

dW
dt
= 0

dP
dt
= αP

(
1 −

P
K
)(

P − β
)
− γP − δPW.

(2.2)

The trajectories of the fast system tend to be stationary points, as seen in the next proposition.

Proposition 2.1. System (2.2) exhibits three branches of stationary states: one trivial uninfected branch
(W, 0) and two infected branches (W, P1,2) with

P1,2 =
α
(
β + K

)
±

√
α2(β + K

)2
− 4αK

(
αβ + γ + δW

)
2α

which exist for α ≥ α0 =
4K(γ+δW)

(β−K)2 .
The trivial and the upper infected branches are locally asymptotically stable, while the lower infected

branch is unstable. At α = α0, a saddle-node bifurcation takes place.

Note that we can represent the infected branches by (W, P) = (ϕ(P), P) with

ϕ(P) =
α

δ

(
1 −

P
K
)(

P − β
)
−
γ

δ

as can be seen in the proof below.
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Proof. As dW
dt = 0,W is fixed. We only consider dP

dt for a given W ∈ R+. To find the equilibrium points,
we set the right-hand side of system (2.2) to zero:

0 =

(
α
(
1 −

P
K
)(

P − β
)
− γ − δW

)
P. (2.3)

Equation (2.3) defines the slow manifold of the system, which can also be expressed as the following:

{P = 0} ∪ {ϕ(P) = W}, (2.4)

where ϕ(P) = α
δ

(
1 − P

K

)(
P − β

)
−
γ

δ
}. We let

f (P,W) = αP
(
1 −

P
K
)(

P − β
)
− γP − δPW

such that dP
dt = f (P,W). Then, the line P = 0 is the infection-free equilibrium, and for any point

P0 = (0,W) on the line,

∂

∂P
f (P0) = −(αβ + γ + δW) < 0, (2.5)

thus, the infection-free equilibrium point is locally asymptotically stable. The curve ϕ(P) yields the
non-trivial equilibrium. We can rewrite it as the following:

0 = αP2 − α(β + K)P + (γ + δW + αβ)K

P1,2 =
α(β + K) ±

√
α2(β + K)2 − 4αK(αβ + γ + δW)

2α
. (2.6)

Then, it follows that two positive non-trivial stationary points P1,2 exist whenever

α ≥ α0 =
4K(γ + δW)

(β − K)2 .

A saddle-node bifurcation (fixed point created and destroyed) occurs at the point α = α0. Moreover,
the stability of the non-trivial equilibrium point is a direct consequence of f (P) being a polynomial of
the third order. Therefore, the upper branch of ϕ(P) is stable while the lower branch is unstable.

2.1.2. Slow system

We consider the immune response W to be the slow variable. Denoting the slow time scale as τ, (i.e.,
τ = ϵt), we express the slow system dynamics as the following:

ϵ
dP
dτ

= αP
(
1 −

P
K
)(

P − β
)
− γP − δPW

dW
dτ

= κP − cW.

On the singular limit, the system reduces to the following:

0 = α P
(
1 −

P
K
)(

P − β
)
− γP − δPW (2.7)
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dW
dt

= κP − cW. (2.8)

Notice that Eq (2.7) is the slow manifold of the fast system (2.2). We sketch the slow manifold
in Figure 1a below. We take the upper branch of the slow manifold (ϕ(P)) to represent the fate of an
infected individual (infected branch) and the lower branch (P = 0) to represent the recovery process
(recovered branch). On the fast scale (Figure 1b), the fast dynamics drive the trajectories towards the
recovered branch and the upper segment of the infected branch since both are stable. Then, we use Eq
(2.8) to investigate what happens to the stable branches of the slow manifold, where P is now given in
terms of W. The line Ẇ = κP − cW = 0 (from Eq (2.8)) intimates the direction of movement on the
manifold, that is, if movement is either to the left or right of the manifold.

(a) Slow manifold (b) Fast dynamics

Figure 1. The slow manifold and the trajectories on the fast scale. The blue arrows represent
the direction of movement of the trajectories on the fast scale.

On the slow scale, solutions below the line Ẇ = 0, that is, on the recovered branch, move to the left
towards the origin (P,W) = (0, 0), which is a locally stable fixed point, while solutions above the line
move to the right (Figure 2a).

We observe some minimum pathogen threshold dynamics in Figure 2a (i.e., the pathogen has a significant
amount (around 2.0) at the start of the immune response). Note that we only consider the case where c

κ
is

small enough that {κP = cW} ∩ {W = ϕ(P)} = ∅, that is, there is no chronic infection stationary state.
Since the slow system can be used to generalize the long-term behaviour of the full within-host

system (2.1), we make conclusions about the infection process by shifting our attention to the infected
branch of the slow manifold (ϕ(P)). We discuss this below in more detail. The infection starts once the
pathogen threshold is surpassed. As shown in Figure 2b, solutions on the upper stable branch of the
infected manifold are driven to the right until the tip of the manifold is reached. At this point, due to the
lower branch of ϕ(P) being unstable, movement along the manifold is inhibited, and the fast dynamics
force a jump into the recovered branch (P = 0) of the manifold which is also stable. The immune
response is heightened during the infection process. Consequently, the state of the immune response
at the start of infection is different from that at the point of recovery. We note the state of the immune
response at different points. We let the immune response at the start of infection be W = 0 = W∗

0 and at
the point of recovery (where the jump to the recovered branch takes place) be W = W0. It then follows
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(a) Slow system (b) Fast-slow system

Figure 2. Trajectories on the slow scale and the full system. The blue arrows represent
movement on the fast scale, the red arrows represent movement on the slow scale and the
black arrows represent the movement of the trajectories in the full system.

that we can describe the dynamics of the immune response by the following;
dW
dt

= κϕ−1(W) − cW = g(W), (2.9)

where the function ϕ−1(W) comes from W = ϕ(P) being a stationary solution (see Eq (2.4)). We take
note that the dynamics of P can be recovered from the equation and describe the function g(W) to be
the growth rate of the immune response. That is,

g(W) = κϕ−1(W) − cW, Ẇ = g(W), W ∈ [0,W0]. (2.10)

Additionally, we have g(W) > 0 for all W ∈ [0,W0] such that the immune response grows with time.
We can now describe the dynamics within a single infected person in terms of the immune response. We
note that at the beginning of an infection, the state of the immune response is denoted by W∗

0 (W∗
0 = 0),

and at the point of recovery, it is denoted by W0. Notice that we only focus on immunity changes
along the infected branch. For the recovery branch P = 0, we simply note that the response declines
exponentially. For simplicity, we refer to the state of the immune response as immune status.

Remark 2.2. We have expressed the within-host model in terms of the immune changes, as seen in
Eq (2.9). Therefore, each infected individual’s dynamics follow this expression. Then, we scale the
individual dynamics to structure the infected population. The immune response levels in the infected
population range from W = 0, which is the minimum level that corresponds to the beginning of the
infection, to W = W0, which is the maximal level that marks the end of the infection (recovery point).
Then, the total infected population is the sum of all individuals with different immune response levels.

In the next section, we scale up the within-host dynamics to formulate the between-host model.

3. Between-host model

We derive the between-host model based on the immunological properties. It turns out that a struc-
tured epidemiological model naturally emerges from within-host dynamics. The use of physiologically
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structured models to study populations has been advanced by the work of [28–31]. The structuring
variables include age, size, immunity, and many others. In [32, 33] immunological variables are used
to structure the population. Similarly, using the immune status, we formulate the between-host model.
We subdivide the human population into three compartments that represent the number of susceptible
individuals S , the number of infected individuals I, and the number of immune/recovered individuals V .
Additionally, we include a compartment B to represent the concentration of Vibrio cholerae bacteria in
the contaminated water supply. Susceptible individuals are recruited into the population at rate r and
removed by natural death at rate µ1. Individuals in the infected compartment are structured by their
within-host immune status, as described in Section 2.1 above, such that the total infected population:

I(t) =
∫ W0

0
i(t,W) dW,

where i(t,W) is the density of infected individuals with immune status W. Transmission of the disease
occurs through the consumption of contaminated food and water (indirect) and human-human contact
(direct) [11]. As such, we take both transmission pathways into account by assigning a rate βh as
the direct transmission rate and βe as the indirect transmission rate. We consider the infectivity of an
infectious person to be dependent on the within-host pathogen load P. Given that the pathogen load
is influenced by the state of the immune response along the way addressed in Section 2.1, we take
P = P(W). Therefore, the force of infection in directly transmitted cases is proportional to the pathogen
load. Natural death removes infected individuals at a rate of µ2(W), and recovery occurs when immunity
builds to the point where the pathogens are eliminated from the body. The recovery rate at that point is
given as g(W0). Immunity wanes at a rate of ρ, such that an immune individual becomes susceptible
once again. Immune individuals are further removed through natural death at rate µ3. The bacteria in
the environment grow through shedding by infected individuals. Shedding, which occurs at rate ξ(W),
is proportional to the pathogen load in an infected individual. The bacteria decay at rate σ. All in all,
the between-host model reads as follows:

dS (t)
dt

= r − µ1S (t) − S (t)
∫ W0

0
βhP(W) i(t,W) dW − βeS (t)B(t)

+ρV(t)
∂ti(t,W) + ∂W(g(W)i(t,W)) = −µ2(W) i(t,W)

g(0)i(t, 0) = S (t)
∫ W0

0
βhP(W)i(t,W) dW + βeS (t)B(t) (3.1)

dV(t)
dt

= g(W0)i(t,W0) − ρV(t) − µ3V(t)

dB(t)
dt

=

∫ W0

0
ξ(W)P(W) i(t,W) dW − σB(t),

with initial conditions S (0) = S 0, V(0) = V0, B(0) = B0, i(0,W) = Φ(W), and g(W) is defined in
Eq (2.10).

3.1. Existence and uniqueness of solutions

The standard approach for showing the existence and uniqueness of solutions for structured models
such as system (3.1) is to first transform the PDE problem into a renewal equation by integration along
the characteristic curves. Similarly, we integrate the initial and boundary value problem for i along the
characteristics.
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Proposition 3.1. Assume i(t, 0) is given, the solution of the PDE in the system (3.1) with the initial and
boundary conditions is given by

i(t,W) =

Φ(G−1(G(W) − t)) g(G−1(G(W)−t))
g(W) e−

∫ W
G−1(G(W)−t)

µ2(τ)
g(τ) dτ W ≥ 0

H(t −G(W)) 1
g(W) e−

∫ W
0
µ2(τ)
g(τ) dτ W < 0,

with G(W) =
∫

dW
g(W) and H(t) = g(0)i(t, 0).

Now that we have the solution of i(t,W) along the characteristics, the proof of existence and
uniqueness can be evaluated similarly to [34–37].

3.2. Basic reproduction number and stability of the DFE

The basic reproduction number R0 is defined as the expected number of secondary infections produced
when a single infected person is introduced into a purely susceptible population [38]. It is clear that a
trivial disease-free equilibrium (DFE) for system (3.1) given by E0 = (S ∗0,0,0,0) where S ∗0 =

r
µ1

always
exists. In this section, we investigate the local stability of the DFE by linearizing the system (3.1) around the
disease-free equilibrium. In so doing, we derive the threshold condition for the spread of the disease that we
consider to be the basic reproduction number. We note that we consider a stability analysis with respect to
the point spectrum. This is generally a sufficient condition for a linear stability analysis, that is, we presume
that the point spectrum is contained in the left half plane Re(z) < 0 (see [39, Section 3.1.2]). To complete the
proof of local stability we will need to show the connection between the roots of the characteristic equation
and the stability of the equilibrium. For the PDE model, we only have information on the eigenvalues of
the generator of the semigroup associated with the linear perturbed system and not the semigroup itself.
Compact, eventually compact, and quasi-compact semigroups relate the eigenvalues of the generator to the
long-term behavior of the semigroup [40]. The following theorem (Theorem 3.1) suffices to complete the
proof of local stability for stationary solutions.

Theorem 3.1. [40, Theorem B.1] Let T (t) be a quasi-compact C0- semigroup and A be its infinitesimal
generator. Then, eδ̄t∥T (t)∥ → 0 as t → ∞ for some δ̄ > 0 if and only if all eigenvalues of A have strictly
negative real parts.

Theorem 3.2. The disease-free equilibrium is locally asymptotically stable when R0 < 1 and unstable if
R0 > 1, where,

R0 =
rβh

µ1

∫ W0

0

P(W)
g(W)

e−
∫ W

0
µ2(τ)
g(τ) dτ dW +

rβe

µ1

∫ W0

0

ξ(W)
σ

P(W)
g(W)

e−
∫ W

0
µ2(τ)
g(τ) dτ dW. (3.2)

Proof. We let S (t) = S ∗0 + x(t), i(t,W) = i1(t,W), V = y(t) and B = z(t), where x(t), i1(t,W), y(t) and
z(t) are the perturbation variables and S ∗0 is the trivial equilibrium point. We substitute these expressions
in the system (3.1) and simplify the model by neglecting quadratic perturbation terms that we assume to
be much smaller than the perturbations. We, therefore, get the following linearized system:

dx(t)
dt

= −µ1x(t) − S ∗0

∫ W0

0
βhP(W)i1(t,W) dW − βeS ∗0z(t)

+ρy(t)
∂ti1(t,W) + ∂W(g(W)i1(t,W)) = −µ2(W)i1(t,W)
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g(0)i1(t, 0) = S ∗0

∫ W0

0
βhP(W)i1(t,W) dW + βeS ∗0z(t) (3.3)

dy(t)
dt

= g(W0)i1(t,W0) − ρy(t) − µ3y(t)

dz(t)
dt

=

∫ W0

0
ξ(W)P(W)i1(t,W) dW − σz(t).

Next, we analyse the stability of the linearized system to determine the long-term behavior of the
solutions. Since the system is linear, we expect the solutions to be exponential. Thus, we look for
solutions of the form x(t) = x̄eλt, i1(t,W) = ī1(W)eλt, y(t) = ȳeλt, z(t) = z̄eλt where x̄, ī1(W), ȳ, z̄ and
λ are to be determined. The λ represents an eigenvalue. Substituting the appropriate formulation in
system (3.3) gives us the following eigenvalue problem:

λx̄ = −µ1 x̄ − S ∗0

∫ W0

0
βhP(W)ī1(W) dW − βeS ∗0z̄ + ρȳ

∂W(g(W)ī1(W)) = −(µ2(W) + λ)ī1(W)

g(0)ī1(0) = S ∗0

∫ W0

0
βhP(W)ī1(W) dW + βeS ∗0z̄ (3.4)

λȳ = g(W0)ī1(W0) − ρȳ − µ3ȳ

λz̄ =
∫ W0

0
ξ(W)P(W)ī1(W) dW − σz̄.

Now, we are interested in obtaining an equation in terms of λ (characteristic equation). We need
to eliminate x̄, ī1(W), ȳ, z̄ to achieve this. We solve the second equation in system (3.4) to obtain the
following:

ī1(W) =
ī1(0)g(0)

g(W)
e−
∫ W

0
µ2(τ)+λ

g(τ) dτ.

Substituting ī1(W) in the the fifth equation of system (3.4) enables us to express z̄ as follows:

z̄ =
ī1(0)g(0)
λ + σ

∫ W0

0
ξ(W)

P(W)
g(W)

e−
∫ W

0
µ2(τ)+λ

g(τ) dτ dW.

We take the expression of z̄ and ī1(W) and substitute it into the third equation of system (3.4) to
obtain the following:

g(0)ī1(0) = S ∗0ī1(0)g(0)
[
βh

∫ W0

0

P(W)
g(W)

e−
∫ W

0
µ2(τ)+λ

g(τ) dτ dW

+
βe

λ + σ

∫ W0

0
ξ(W)

P(W)
g(W)

e−
∫ W

0
µ2(τ)+λ

g(τ) dτ dW
]
. (3.5)

Respectively, we obtain the characteristic equation for λ: G(λ) = 1 with

G(λ) = S ∗0
[ ∫ W0

0
βh

P(W)
g(W)

e−
∫ W

0
µ2(τ)+λ

g(τ) dτ dW +
βe

λ + σ

∫ W0

0
ξ(W)

P(W)
g(W)

e−
∫ W

0
µ2(τ)+λ

g(τ) dτ dW
]
. (3.6)
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Then, we check the roots of the characteristic equation to deduce the stability. The DFE is stable if
the roots of the characteristic equation have negative real parts and it’s otherwise unstable.

A non-zero solution to Eq (3.5) exists only if there is a number λ ∈ R such that G(λ) = 1. Differenti-
ating equation (3.6) with respect to λ yields G′(λ) < 0, and thus G(λ) is a strictly decreasing function;
additionally, limλ→∞G(λ) = 0. If λ̂ is a unique real solution of Eq (3.6), then λ̂ > 0, provided G(0) > 1
and λ̂ < 0 provided G(0) < 1.

We can let H = S ∗0βh
P(W)
g(W) e−

∫ W
0
µ2(τ)
g(τ) dτ and J = S ∗0βeσ(W) P(W)

g(W) e−
∫ W

0
µ2(τ)
g(τ) dτ such that,

G(λ) =
∫ W0

0
He−

∫ W
0

λ
g(τ) dτ dW +

1
λ + σ

∫ W0

0
Je−

∫ W
0

λ
g(τ) dτ dW.

Suppose G(0) < 1 and λ = a ± bi is a complex solution to Eq (3.6) with a ≥ 0. Then,

| G(λ) | = |
∫ ∞

0
He−

∫ W
0

λ
g(τ) dτ dW +

1
λ + σ

∫ ∞

0
Je−

∫ W
0

λ
g(τ) dτ dW |

≤

∫ W0

0
He−

∫ W
0

a
g(τ) dτ dW +

1
(a + σ)

∫ W0

0
J e−

∫ W
0

a
g(τ) dτ dW = G(a) ≤ G(0) < 1.

It follows then that Eq (3.6) has a complex solution λ = a ± ib if a < 0, that is, every solution of Eq
(3.6) must have a negative real part. We consider G(0) = 1 to be the threshold condition for the stability
of the disease-free equilibrium. According to [38], this can be defined as the basic reproduction number,
that is, G(0) = R0 where,

R0 =
rβh

µ1

∫ W0

0

P(W)
g(W)

e−
∫ W

0
µ2(τ)
g(τ) dτ dW +

rβe

µ1

∫ W0

0

ξ(W)
σ

P(W)
g(W)

e−
∫ W

0
µ2(τ)
g(τ) dτ dW.

By Theorem 3.1, the disease-free equilibrium is locally asymptotically stable.

We can interpret the basic reproduction number to be the total infectivity, given by the following:

R0 = Rd + Ri

Rd =
rβh

µ1

∫ W0

0

P(W)
g(W)

e−
∫ W

0
µ2(τ)
g(τ) dτ dW, Ri =

rβe

µ1

∫ W0

0

ξ(W)
σ

P(W)
g(W)

e−
∫ W

0
µ2(τ)
g(τ) dτ dW.

Rd represents the new infections occurring due to direct contact with an infected individual, while Ri

are the infections resulting from the consumption of contaminated water containing bacteria shed to the
environment by infected individuals.

Remark 3.2. The values in the integral term represent the influence of immunological variables on
disease transmission. If within-host dynamics are excluded from the between-host model, the resulting
value of R0 would not account for the role of the immune response in disease dynamics. This implies that
disease transmission would primarily depend on other factors, such as the pathogen’s transmissibility
given by the rates βe and βh.

3.3. Existence of the endemic equilibrium

Proposition 3.3. A unique positive endemic equilibrium of system (3.1) given by E∗ = (S ∗, i∗(W),V∗, B∗)
exists if R0 > 1.
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Proof. The endemic equilibrium satisfies the following equations:

0 = r − µ1S ∗ − S ∗
∫ W0

0
βhP(W)i∗(W) dW − βeS ∗B∗ + ρV∗

∂W(g(W)i∗(W)) = −µ2(W)i∗(W)

g(0)i∗(0) = S ∗
∫ W0

0
βhP(W)i∗(W) dW + βeS ∗B∗ (3.7)

0 = g(W0)i∗(W0) − ρV∗ − µ3V∗

0 =

∫ W0

0
ξ(W)P(W)i∗(W) dW − σB∗.

Solving the second equation of system (3.7) yields i∗(W) = i∗(0)g(0)
g(W) e−

∫ W
0
µ2(τ)
g(τ) dτ.

We let π(W) = 1
g(W)e

−
∫ W

0
µ2(τ)
g(τ) dτ and rewrite

i∗(W) = i∗(0)g(0)π(W).

Substituting i∗(W) to the fourth and fifth equations of system (3.7) gives the following:

B∗ = i∗(0)g(0)
∫ W0

0

ξ(W)
σ

P(W)π(W) dW, V∗ =
g(W0)i∗(0)g(0)π(W0)

(ρ + µ3)
.

Plugging i∗(W) and B∗ into the boundary equation of system (3.7) yields the following:

S ∗ =
1∫ W0

0
βhP(W)π(W) dW +

∫ W0

0
βe
ξ(W)
σ

P(W)π(W) dW
.

To find the value of i∗(0), we use the first equation of system (3.7), that can be rewritten as the
following:

r − µ1S ∗ − g(0)i∗(0) + ρV∗ = 0. (3.8)

Notice that S ∗ can be expressed in terms of R0, that is, S ∗ = r
µ1R0

. Substituting S ∗ and V∗ in Eq (3.8)
yields the following,

r −
r
R0
− g(0)i∗(0) + i∗(0)g(0)

ρg(W0)π(W0)
(ρ + µ3)

= 0.

Thus, i∗(0) =
r(1− 1

R0
)

g(0)(1− ρg(W0)π(W0)
(ρ+µ3) )

. We can then express

i∗(W) =
r(1 − 1

R0
)

(1 − ρg(W0)π(W0)
(ρ+µ3) )

π(W). (3.9)

Since ρg(W0)π(W0)
(ρ+µ3) =

ρe
−
∫ W
0
µ2(τ)
g(τ) dτ

(ρ+µ3) < 1, the denominator in Eq (3.9) is positive. i∗(W) is only positive if
R0 > 1, thus, the endemic equilibrium E∗ = (S ∗, i∗(W),V∗, B∗) exists only if R0 > 1.
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3.4. Local stability of the endemic equilibrium

We assume that R0 > 1 and linearize system (3.1) around the endemic equilibrium. We start by
introducing perturbation terms, that is, let S (t) = S ∗ + x(t), i(t,W) = i∗(W) + i1(t,W), V = V∗ + y(t) and
B = B∗ + z(t). We substitute these expressions in system (3.1), simplify using the set of equations in
system (3.7) and neglect quadratic perturbation terms to get the following linearized system:

dx(t)
dt

= −µ1x(t) − S ∗
∫ W0

0
βhP(W)i1(t,W) dW − x(t)

∫ W0

0
βhP(W)i∗(W) d(W)

−βeS ∗z(t) − βeB∗x(t) + ρy(t)
∂ti1(t,W) + ∂W(g(W)i1(t,W)) = −µ2(W)i1(t,W)

g(0)i1(t, 0) = S ∗
∫ W0

0
βhP(W)i1(t,W) dW + x(t)

∫ W0

0
βhP(W)i∗(W) d(W) (3.10)

+βeS ∗z(t) + βeB∗x(t)
dy(t)

dt
= g(W0)i1(t,W0) − ρy(t) − µ3y(t)

dz(t)
dt

=

∫ W0

0
ξ(W)P(W)i1(t,W) dW − σz(t).

Then, we look for solutions of the form x(t) = xeλt, i1(t,w) = i1(W)eλt, y(t) = yeλt, z(t) = zeλt.
Substituting the appropriate formulation in system (3.10) yields the following eigenvalue problem:

λx = −µ1x − S ∗
∫ W0

0
βhP(W)i1(W) dW − x

∫ W0

0
βhP(W)i∗(W) d(W)

−βeS ∗z − βeB∗x + ρy
∂W(g(W)i1(W)) = −(µ2(W) + λ)i1(W)

g(0)i1(0) = S ∗
∫ W0

0
βhP(W)i1(W) dW + x

∫ W0

0
βhP(W)i∗(W) d(W) (3.11)

+βeS ∗z + βeB∗x
λy = g(W0)i1(W0) − ρy − µ3y

λz =
∫ W0

0
ξ(W)P(W)i1(W) dW − σz.

We solve for x, y and z in system (3.11) to get,

x =
ρg(W0)i1(W0) − g(0)i1(0)(λ + ρ + µ3)

(λ + ρ + µ3)(λ + µ1)
, y =

g(W0)i1(W0)
λ + ρ + µ3

,

z =
1
λ + σ

∫ W0

0
ξ(W)P(W)i1(W) dW.

The solution to the PDE in system (3.11) yields the following:

i1(W) = i1(0)g(0)π1(W)e−
∫ W

0
λ

g(τ) dτ, π1(W) =
1

g(W)
e−
∫ W

0
µ2(τ)
g(τ) dτ.
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Denoting K =
∫ W0

0
βhP(W)i∗(W) d(W) and substituting x, y, z and i1(W) in the third equation of

system (3.11) gives the following characteristic equation:

1 = S ∗
∫ W0

0
βhP(W)π1(W)e−

∫ W
0

λ
g(τ) dτ dW +

βeS ∗

λ + σ

∫ W0

0
ξ(W)P(W)π1(W)e−

∫ W
0

λ
g(τ) dτ dW

+
(K + βeB∗)

(
ρg(W0)π1(W0)e−

∫ W
0

λ
g(τ) dτ)

(λ + ρ + µ3)(λ + µ1)
−

K + βeB∗

λ + µ1
.

We can rewrite this equation as the following:

λ + µ1 + K + βeB∗

λ + µ1
= S ∗

∫ W0

0
βhP(W)π1(W)e−

∫ W
0

λ
g(τ) dτ dW

+
βeS ∗

λ + σ

∫ W0

0
ξ(W)P(W)π1(W)e−

∫ W
0

λ
g(τ) dτ dW

+
(K + βeB∗)

(
ρg(W0)π1(W0)e−

∫ W
0

λ
g(τ) dτ)

(λ + ρ + µ3)(λ + µ1)
. (3.12)

Studies have shown that a cholera infection confers immunity against subsequent infection [23]. We
consider the case of a single cholera epidemic, where most individuals become immune such that the
loss of immunity is negligible. We show that the endemic equilibrium is asymptotically stable.

Theorem 3.3. Given no loss of immunity (ρ = 0), the endemic equilibrium is locally asymptotically
stable if R0 > 1.

Proof. Considering no loss of immunity, the characteristic equation (3.12) reduces to

λ + µ1 + K + βeB∗

λ + µ1
= S ∗

∫ W0

0
βhP(W)π1(W)e−

∫ W
0

λ
g(τ) dτ dW

+
βeS ∗

λ + σ

∫ W0

0
ξ(W)P(W)π1(W)e−

∫ W
0

λ
g(τ) dτ dW. (3.13)

If we let λ = a + ib and assume that a ≥ 0, then for R(λ) ≥ 0 the left hand side of Eq (3.13) gives,

|
λ + µ1 + K + βeB∗

λ + µ1
|=

√
(a + µ1 + K + βeB∗)2 + b2√

(a + µ1)2 + b2
> 1,

while for a ≥ 0 the right hand side yields,

| S ∗
∫ W0

0
βhP(W)π1(W)e−

∫ W
0

λ
g(τ) dτ dW +

βeS ∗

λ + σ

∫ W0

0
ξ(W)P(W)π1(W)e−

∫ W
0

λ
g(τ) dτ dW |

≤ S ∗
∫ W0

0
βhP(W)π1(W) | e−

∫ W
0

λ
g(τ) dτ
| dW +

βeS ∗

| λ + σ |

∫ W0

0
ξ(W)P(W)π1(W) | e−

∫ W
0

λ
g(τ) dτ

| dW

≤ S ∗
∫ W0

0
βhP(W)π1(W)e−

∫ W
0

a
g(τ) dτdW +

βeS ∗

σ

∫ W0

0
ξ(W)P(W)π1(W)e−

∫ W
0

a
g(τ) dτ dW

≤ S ∗
∫ W0

0
βhP(W)π1(W) dW +

βeS ∗

σ

∫ W0

0
ξ(W)P(W)π1(W) dW =

S ∗R0µ1

r
= 1.
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Thus, given λ with R(λ) ≥ 0, the left side of Eq (3.13) is strictly greater than one, while the right side
of Eq (3.13) is strictly less than one, which is a contradiction. Therefore, any λ with non-negative real
parts can not satisfy the characteristic equation. By Theorem 3.1, the endemic equilibrium is locally
asymptotically stable.

4. Discussion

In this paper, we have developed an immuno-epidemiological model to link the within-host and between-
host dynamics of cholera. To the best of our knowledge, we have introduced the first attempt to structure
the epidemic model of the disease using within-host immune dynamics. We did this by formulating an
immunological model that depicted the interaction between the cholera pathogen and the adaptive immune
response. We considered a cubic term for pathogen growth to represent Allee effects. Furthermore, the
pathogen dynamics were taken to occur on a faster time scale than the immune response dynamics enabling
the use of fast-slow methods in the analysis. On the fast time scale, we found stationary solutions and their
stability. These results were then used to analyse the reduced problem on a slow time scale. On the slow
time scale, we could characterise a single infected individual by their immune response. Then, we scaled
up the dynamics of a single infected individual to formulate a structured epidemic model. We established
the existence of stationary solutions of the epidemic model and studied their local asymptotic properties by
utilizing linearisation techniques and semigroup arguments.

Similar to [16, 17], the within-host model has provided a structure for applying the separation of
time-scale methods derived from singular perturbation theory [25, 26] to simplify disease dynamics
analysis. Unlike other within-host cholera models, our modeling approach allows for recovery through
pathogen clearance after a finite time. In addition, we found minimum pathogen threshold dynamics
required for immune response activation. This aligns with experimental studies that show that a critical
infectious dose is required for the infection [41]. Our work has also advanced the use of methods for
physiologically structured population models [29,32,33,42] in the study of cholera that can be applied to
other infectious diseases. In our case, the immune response growth is the velocity vector that describes
the change in the physiological variable. The basic reproduction number R0 of the model was found
to represent the contribution of bacteria from the environment (indirect-transmission route) and the
human-human (direct transmission) contribution to the infection process, a result that is consistent with
single scale models for the disease [13,43]. This suggests that a reduction in reproduction number might
be enhanced by intervention strategies targeting pathogen eradication at both human and environmental
levels seen in [44, 45]. However, the dependence of R0 on immunological variables illustrates the
difference between the model and the fore-mentioned models. For the DFE, the disease would be
eradicated if R0 < 1 and persist otherwise. A unique endemic equilibrium existed when R0 > 1 and in
the case of no loss of immunity, the endemic equilibrium was locally asymptotically stable.

Although we have provided a novel framework for modelling disease dynamics, our model has
several limitations. We have been able to get an appropriate formulation of the I dynamics taking into
account the within-host dynamics. However, an appropriate formulation of the influence of population-
level interactions in the within-host pathogen load is lacking. For instance, studies have shown that
environmental vibrios shape the infectious dose depending on whether they are hyperinfectious or less
infectious [11, 12, 23] which in turn can affect within-host pathogen evolution. This contribution of
environmental vibrios to the within-host process is neglected in the model. Additionally, the work
assumes that one infectious contact is enough to push contacts over the threshold. However, a critical
pathogen threshold should be exceeded for the infection to occur, and for subcritical pathogen loads,
one infectious contact may not be enough. In our future work, we intend to address these issues.
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