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Abstract: Due to the coupling effect of external environmental noise and vibration noise, the fea-
ture rate of the original hydroelectric unit fault signal is not prominent, which will affect the per-
formance of fault diagnosis algorithms. To solve the above problems, this paper proposes a PSO-
MCKD-MFFResnet algorithm for fault diagnosis of hydropower units (Particle swarm optimization,
PSO; Maximum correlation kurtosis deconvolution, MCKD; Multi-scale feature fusion residual net-
work, MFFResnet). In practical applications, the selection of key parameters in the traditional MCKD
method is heavily dependent on prior knowledge. First, this paper proposes a PSO-MCKD enhance-
ment algorithm for fault features, which uses the PSO algorithm to search for the influencing parame-
ters of MCKD to enhance the features from the original fault signal. Second, a fault feature diagnosis
algorithm based on MFFResnet is proposed to improve the utilization of local features. The multi-
scale residual module is used to extract features at different scales and then put the enhanced signal
into MFFResnet for training and classification. The experimental results show that our approach can
accurately and effectively classify the fault types of hydropower units, with an accuracy rate of 98.85%.
It is superior to other representative algorithms in different indicators and has a good stability.

Keywords: hydropower unit; fault diagnosis; maximum correlation kurtosis deconvolution;
multi-scale feature fusion residual network

1. Introduction

Hydropower units are the core key equipment of hydropower stations, and their health condition
directly affects the safety and stability of the entire hydropower stations. In recent years, as the size and
capacity of hydropower units have increased, their structures have become more and more complex.
The resulting problems in terms of safety and stability have become more and more prominent [1].
Vibration is the most common and important factor to measure the stable operation of a unit, and most
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failures are caused by unit vibration [2]. Research on the vibration features of the unit, accurately
extracting the features of the vibration signal, effectively evaluating the unit status and providing early
warning of faults, and then achieving fault diagnosis and timely troubleshooting and maintenance, can
extend the unit life and improve maintenance efficiency.

However, the troubleshooting of hydropower units faces many difficult problems. On the one hand,
the multi-source noise interference from the external environment and equipment makes the signal
signal-to-noise ratio low and the fault features weak. On the other hand, when local damage or defects
occur in rotating machinery, a high-frequency impulse response is caused during rotation, and the
inherent frequency of each component is easily excited, which leads to vibration noise coupling of
components. Therefore, how to effectively enhance the weak fault feature of rotating machinery has
received more and more attention [3, 4].

There are many traditional signal processing methods and their improvements, including Fourier
transform [5], wavelet transform (WT) [6, 7] and empirical modal decomposition (EMD) [8, 9]. As a
pre-processing for fault diagnosis, it highlights the periodic pulse of the fault signal, which is more con-
ducive to the extraction of subsequent feature signals. However, when the vibration signal is affected by
complex background noise and multiple faults in practical applications, the effectiveness of the above
methods will be affected. The maximum correlation kurtosis deconvolution (MCKD) algorithm [10]
takes the maximum correlation kurtosis value of the signal as the objective function. It can realize the
deconvolution operation in an iterative manner, and highlight the periodic impact components in the
fault signal. Li et al. [11] proposed a fault feature extraction method based on MCKD and improved
empirical wavelet transform (EWT), which has been validated in fault feature extraction and enhance-
ment. Hua et al. [12] combined maximum correlation kurtosis deconvolution and envelope spectrum
to extract fault feature information of a gearbox and successfully realized fault pattern recognition of
the gearbox in a strong noise environment. Wang et al. [13] used maximum correlation kurtosis de-
convolution to denoise fault signals, and further empirical mode decomposition was performed on the
obtained signals to extract feature vectors. Finally, combined with support vector machine (SVM),
they successfully realized the recognition and classification of composite faults. However, there are
still some problems with the above method. First of all, the input parameters of MCKD need to be
set manually. Only by properly selecting the filter length parameter L and the deconvolution period
parameter T can one guarantee the effectiveness of the algorithm. Secondly, the process of extracting
fault features by traditional algorithms is complicated and requires certain prior knowledge. Moreover,
the pattern recognition methods such as SVM have limited ability to express complex functions. It
is difficult to fully mine the inherent information in fault signals, and the generalization ability of the
model is weak.

Deep learning-based models as an efficient pattern recognition network have brought broad
prospects for the development of intelligent fault diagnosis methods [14–16]. This type of method
is data-driven and combines feature learning with intelligent recognition. Compared with traditional
methods, it eliminates the dependence on signal preprocessing and expert knowledge, and it has sig-
nificant advantages when analyzing massive monitoring data [17]. Deep belief network (DBN) [18],
autoencoder (AE) [19] and convolutional neural network (CNN) [20], as representative deep learning
methods, have shown their advantages in fault diagnosis of rotating machinery. Sun et al. proposed a
feature extraction method with sparse stacked denoising autoencoders for fault diagnosis [21]. How-
ever, the model has many parameters, which makes the training process difficult and time-consuming.
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Convolutional neural networks make the model complexity and the risk of overfitting greatly reduced
due to the local perceptual field and weight-sharing strategies. Hoang et al. [22] established a two-
dimensional CNN model for rolling bearing fault diagnosis based on preprocessing of one-dimensional
vibration signals. Liao et al. [23] proposed a fault diagnosis system for hydropower units based on
one-dimensional CNN and gated cyclic units based on sequential data structures. Wang et al. [24] used
one-dimensional CNN to process industrial signal features and acoustic signal features. The model is
used for fault diagnosis under different environmental noise conditions. Song et al. [25] used a strategy
of expanding the convolution kernel to obtain a larger perceptual field in order to improve the recogni-
tion rate. This method adopts the wide kernels of the first two convolutional layers to quickly extract
features to improve efficiency. The smaller convolution kernels are used for multi-layer nonlinear map-
ping to deepen the network and improve detection accuracy. Jia et al. [26] proposed a new end-to-end
CNN model, called Gramian Time Frequency Enhancement Network (GTFE-Net), to address the lack
of denoising structure in traditional CNNs. This method incorporates a Gramian-based noise reduction
strategy, called Gramian noise reduction (GNR), for bearing fault diagnosis.

Although CNN has achieved great success in the field of fault diagnosis, it is difficult to effec-
tively train deep models because the gradients of CNN may disappear or explode during the process
of model optimization. In addition, CNN cannot accurately identify complex nonlinear signals when
training deep neural networks. The emergence of Resnet [27] avoids the shortcomings of deep net-
works in training. Resnet has now been widely used in fault diagnosis. Zhang et al. [28] proposed a
Resnet-based rolling bearing fault diagnosis model, which improved the training process of deep neu-
ral networks. This model provides a new idea for the intelligent diagnosis of rotating machinery faults.
Wang et al. [29] created 1D original signals as 2D images by continuous wavelet transform (CWT).
The ResNet composed of 2D convolution was combined with CWT for diagnosis experiments. Jin et
al. [30] proposed a decoupled attention Resnet using attention blocks to selectively enhance important
feature maps, improving diagnosis accuracy. However, the residual structure of the original Resnet
network using the above method only contains a single-size convolution, which cannot fully extract
local features of the signal. To solve the above problems, we first use an improved MCKD method to
enhance the original signal’s features, and we then input the enhanced signal into a multi-scale feature
fusion residual network for fault feature identification. In this paper, we abandon the design idea of a
fixed size of convolutional kernels in traditional residual blocks and use different scale convolutional
kernels to enhance the accuracy and robustness of the algorithm. In addition, Chen et al. [31] aimed
at the problem of fault diagnosis under low signal-to-noise ratio, and a new fault diagnosis framework
based on a Multi-scale Split Dual Calibration Network with Periodic Information (PI-MSDCN) was
proposed. In the fault diagnosis framework, a periodic block is constructed to automatically learn
the periodic information of vibration signals through the neural network. Chen et al. [32] proposed
a dual-path mixed-domain residual threshold network (DP-MRTN), which aims to improve the accu-
racy of the rolling bearing fault diagnosis in a noisy environment. This method combines attentional
mechanisms as well as residual structures, and the dilated convolution is introduced to establish a
dual-path neural network. Subsequently, to enable deep learning frameworks to perform more flexible
nonlinear transformations for different input data, Chen et al. [33] developed a new activation function,
the parameter-free adaptively Swish (PASwish). PASwish formulates different activation schemes for
different input data so that vibration data under different operating conditions can carry out adaptive
nonlinear transformation, and the generalization ability of the whole network is improved.
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The contributions of this paper are as follows:

• For the original signal affected by factors such as noise, there will be problems with inconspicuous
fault features, and this paper proposes a PSO-MCKD fault feature enhancement algorithm. In
order to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of MCKD algorithm, the PSO algorithm is used
to globally optimize parameters to enhance the original signal. Then, the enhanced signal is input
into the fault diagnosis algorithm to improve the effectiveness in features extraction.
• To further improve the accuracy of the fault diagnosis algorithm, a fault feature diagnosis al-

gorithm is proposed based on a multi-scale feature fusion residual network (MFFResnet). This
method is an end-to-end model based on deep learning. MFFResNet incorporates convolution at
different scales on top of the residual structure. A jump connection is used between each layer to
improve the local feature extraction ability of the single size residual structure, so as to improve
the accuracy and stability of fault diagnosis.

2. Proposed methods

2.1. PSO-MCKD fault feature enhancement algorithm

2.1.1. MCKD algorithm

In the MCKD algorithm, it is assumed that the fault vibration signal of the hydropower unit is
collected by sensors as in Eq (2.1).

y(n) = h(n) ∗ x(n) + e(n) (2.1)

where y(n) is the collected original vibration signal; h(n) is the response of system transmission; x(n)
is the vibration fault signal part; e(n) is the system noise component.

The MCKD algorithm uses the maximum correlation kurtosis as an index to optimize and find an
optimal filter y(n) to achieve better recovery of the vibration fault signal x(n). The filter expression is
Eq (2.2).

y(n) =
L∑

k=1

fkxn−k+1 (2.2)

where f = [ f 1, f 2, f 3, ..., f L]; f is the filter coefficient, and L is the length of the filter.
The larger the correlation kurtosis, the more sensitive it is to the periodic characteristics of the signal

and the more obvious the recovery of the shock characteristics of the signal. The correlation kurtosis
formula is shown in Eq (2.3).

CKM(T ) =
∑N

n=1(
∏M

m=0 yn−mT )2

(
∑N

n=1 y2
n)M+1

(2.3)

where M is the number of shifts; T is the period of the impact signal; N is the number of samples of
the input signal. When the relative kurtosis index is maximized through iteration, the obtained filter is
optimal, and the recovery of the shock signal is better, as shown in Eq (2.4).

max
f

CKM(T ) = max
f

∑N
n=1(
∏M

m=0 yn−mT )2

(
∑N

n=1 y2
n)M+1

(2.4)
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According to Eq (2.3), perform a derivative operation on fk so that the derivative value is 0, and get
Eq (2.5):

d
d fk

CKM(T ) = 0, (k = 1, 2, 3, ..., L) (2.5)

The matrix form of the result obtained by continuously iteratively solving Eq (2.5) is Eq (2.6),
which is the order of the optimal filter.

f =
||y||2

2||β||2
(x0xT

0 )−1
M∑

m=0

XmTαm (2.6)

where each of these parameters is shown below.

αm =


y−1

1−mT (y2
1y2

1−T · · · y
2
1−MT )

y−1
2−mT (y2

2y2
2−T · · · y

2
2−MT )

...

y−1
N−mT (y2

2y2
N−T · · · y

2
N−MT )

 , β =


y1y1−T · · · y1−MT

y2y2−T · · · y2−MT
...

yNyN−T · · · yN−MT

 , Xr =


X1−r X2−r · · · XN−r

0 X1−r · · · XN−1−r
...

...
. . .

...

0 0 · · · XN−L−r+1

 (2.7)

Before the data is processed by the MCKD algorithm, the parameter T can be calculated from the
signal sampling frequency and the fault feature frequency, and the formula is shown in Eq (2.8).

T =
f1

f2
(2.8)

where f1 is the sampling frequency of the signal, and f2 is the fault feature frequency of the bearing.

2.1.2. PSO-MCKD algorithm

The PSO algorithm [34] is an evolutionary computing technology. The basic idea of the PSO algo-
rithm is to find the optimal solution through cooperation and information sharing among individuals in
the group. Particles only have two attributes: velocity v and position x. Each particle searches for the
optimal solution separately in the search space. It judges whether the particle is good or bad according
to the set fitness function, and records it as the current individual extremum (pbest). The model uses the
crest factor of envelope spectrum (Ec), as the fitness function. Assuming that the sequence of envelope
spectral amplitudes is X(z), (z = 1, 2, ...,Z), Ec can be expressed as:

Ec =
max(X(z))√∑

z X(z)2/Z
(2.9)

where X(z) is the amplitude of the envelope spectrum in the whole frequency range.
The individual extremum is shared with other particles in the entire particle swarm, and find the

optimal individual extremum is found as the current globally optimal particle of the whole particle
population (gbest). The updating formulas of particle velocity v and position x are Eqs (2.10) and
(2.11).

vk+1
i = wvk

i + c1η1(pbestk
i − xk

i ) + c2η2(gbestk
i − xk

i ) (2.10)

xk+1
i = xk

i + vk
i (2.11)
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where w is the inertia weight, and c1, c2 are the learning factors. η1, η2 are random numbers in the
range of [0, 1].

When the inertia weight is greater than 1, the global search ability of the PSO algorithm is stronger,
and when it is less than 1, the local search ability of the algorithm is stronger. The learning factor also
has an impact on the searchability of the algorithm. In the early stage of the search, the global search
ability of the particles is required to be strong, and the learning factor needs to be set larger. In the
later stage of the search, it is necessary to set smaller learning factors to obtain stronger local search
ability. Therefore, the inertia weight w and the learning factors c1, c2 need to be adjusted dynamically.
The inertia weight w changes according to the change of the particle fitness value. The learning factors
c1 and c2 are adjusted according to the number of iterations. The dynamic adjustment formulas are as
Eqs (2.12) and (2.13).

w =

wmin − (wmax − wmin)
f − fmin

favg − fmin
, f ≤ favg

wmax

(2.12)


c1 = c1max − c1min

t
T

c2 = c2max − c2min
t
T

(2.13)

where wmin, wmax are the maximum and minimum weights. f is the current fitness value, favg is the
average fitness value, and fmin is the minimum fitness value. c1 and c2 are the range of the learning
factor. T is the maximum number of iterations, and t is the current number of iterations.

Since the parameter deconvolution period T can be obtained from Eq (2.8), the filter length L and
the shift number M are used as the parameters for particle optimization. When a fault occurs in a
hydropower unit, a periodic shock signal is generated at a certain site, and the corresponding fault
feature frequency and its multiplier frequency are seen in the frequency domain. The ratio of the
energy of the fault feature frequency domain and its multiples to the total energy is used as the fitness
function, and a larger ratio indicates that more fault features are extracted.

The flow chart of the PSO-MCKD algorithm is shown in Figure 1. First, initialize the parameters
of the PSO algorithm. Set the inertia weight w, and the range of the learning factor c. Initialize the
particle population, set the initial position and velocity of the particles, and use the two-dimensional
array of parameters L and M as the properties of the particles. Then, calculate the fitness function
of each particle, find out the locally optimal particle and the globally optimal particle, continuously
update the weight w and learning factors c1 and c2 for iteration, and update the particle position and
speed. If the iteration termination condition is met, the last globally optimal particle is the optimal
parameter [L,M].

2.2. Fault feature diagnosis algorithm based on multi-scale feature fusion residual network

In this paper, the Resnet network is used as the backbone network for fault feature diagnosis of
hydropower units. Resnet designs a residual structure based on the convolutional neural network,
which effectively solves the gradient disappearance problem of the deep convolutional neural network.
The feature-enhanced vibration signal is input into the Resnet network to detect fault features, and to
further improve the accuracy and stability of fault diagnosis.
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Figure 1. Flow chart of PSO-MCKD algorithm.

2.2.1. Residual network

Figure 2. Structure diagram of the residual module.

The residual neural network introduces the concept of residual learning, which learns residual fea-
tures by multiple residual blocks connected at the beginning and the end, and the residual block struc-
ture is shown in Figure 2, where x is the input of the residual network, H(x) is the output, and F(x)
is the residual mapping function. The residual learning module is mainly composed of convolutional
layer, BN layer and rectified linear unit (ReLU) activation function. The residual neural network adds
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cross-layer fitting by learning the residual between the output and the input, and fitting them together,
on top of the regular deep convolutional network. The fitted residual mapping function is

F(x) = H(x) − x. (2.14)

Equation (2.14) is much easier than fitting a constant mapping function H(x) = x, and the under-
lying error can be passed to the upper layer through a shortcut connection during training. In addition
to using the gradient of the objective function, the residual gradient is also added during the training
process, so the residual neural network has a stronger feature learning ability while having a deeper
number of layers.

2.2.2. Multi-scale feature fusion residual blocks

Fault signals of hydropower units are typically nonlinear and nonsmooth signals, and the fault infor-
mation exists in different sensitive frequency bands of the signal. Among traditional feature extraction
methods, multi-scale fault features can better characterize mechanical fault information, e.g., multi-
scale fuzzy entropy [35], multi-scale morphological filtering [36], multi-scale wavelet analysis [37],
etc. However, in the existing Resnet, the size of the convolution kernel in the residual block is fixed,
so only the fault feature information at a specific scale can be extracted. The different scales of con-
volution operations correspond to the frequency resolutions of the corresponding results also being
different. Therefore, by learning the convolutional layers at different scale sizes, more comprehensive
feature information can be extracted, which in turn can characterize the fault features more accurately.
To address the above drawbacks, we adopt a multi-scale residual structure, which is different from
the multi-scale cascaded convolutional neural networks (MC-CNNs) proposed by Huang et al. [38].
Instead of placing the multi-scale convolutional layers on top of the network alone, the method intro-
duces them into the residual module, replacing the original fixed-scale convolutional layers. At the
same time, jump connections are used between features at different scales, enabling feature informa-
tion to be shared and reused, taking into account the advantages of cross-layer constant mapping and
multi-scale feature extraction.

In addition, the end 1 × 1 convolutional layer can be used as a bottleneck layer to facilitate feature
fusion, reduce computational complexity and ease the difficulty of training. As shown in Figure 3,
our multi-scale residual structure consists of two parts: multi-scale feature fusion and local residual
learning. The detailed parameters are shown in Table 1.

Multi-scale feature fusion: We construct a network of bilateral paths, with different convolutional
kernels for different paths. In this way, the information between these paths can be shared to be able to
detect image features at different scales. The structure can be expressed as follows:

X1 = ε(c1
3×3 ∗ fn−1 + b1),

Y1 = ε(c1
5×5 ∗ fn−1 + b1),

X2 = ε(c1
3×3 ∗ [X1,Y1] + b2),

Y2 = ε(c1
5×5 ∗ [X1,Y1] + b2),

X
′

= c1
1×1 ∗ [X2,Y2] + b3

(2.15)

where c and b represent the weight and bias respectively, the superscript represents the number of
layers they are in, and the subscript represents the size of the convolution kernel used for that layer.
ε(x) represents the ReLU activation function, and [X,Y] represents the skip connection operation.
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Figure 3. Structure diagram of multi-scale feature fusion residual module.

Local residual learning: To make the network more efficient, we used residual learning for each
multi-scale module. We can formulate the multi-scale residual block (MSRB) as follows:

fn = X
′

+ fn−1 (2.16)

where fn and fn−1 represent the input and output of the multi-scale residual module, respectively. It is
worth mentioning that local residual learning is used, resulting in a significant reduction in computa-
tional complexity. At the same time, the performance of the network is also improved.

Table 1. Parameters of multi-scale feature fusion residual module.

Layer type filters size padding

Conv1D(1-3) 32 3 ✓
Conv1D(1-5) 32 5 ✓
Conv1D(2-3) 64 3 ✓
Conv1D(2-5) 64 5 ✓
Conv1D(1-3) 64 1 ✓

The proposed multi-scale feature fusion residual network structure in this paper is shown in Fig-
ure 4, consisting of a large-scale convolutional layer; AveragePooling layer; Convolution layer with
ReLU activation function; MSFF module, a GAP (global average pooling) layer; and a Dense (dense
classification) layer. The resonant waveform and shock period are important factors to characterize
the failure state of the component, and a large-scale convolutional layer is used in the first layer of the
network to extract the longer period fault shock features. The resonant waveform and shock period
are important factors to characterize the failure state of the component, and a large-scale convolutional
layer is used in the first layer of the network to extract the longer period fault shock features. This
article uses 32 convolution kernels with a stride size of 1 and a size of 1 × 100 to perform convolution
operations on the input data. For the impact of convolution kernels of different sizes, we will do further
comparative analysis in the later part of the experiment. The detailed parameters of the network are
shown in Table 2.
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Figure 4. Structure diagram of multi-scale feature fusion residual network.

Table 2. Parameters of multi-scale feature fusion residual network.

Layer type filters size

Conv1D 32 100
Conv1D 64 3
Avpooling - 2
MSFF Block 64 5
Conv1D 64 3
GAvpooling - -
Dense - 256
Dropout - 0.5

Subsequently, the network model adopts 5 MSFF modules. If the number of residual blocks is
too small, the feature information of the data cannot be fully extracted. If the number is too large, the
network structure will be complicated, and the operating efficiency will decrease. The residual network
model proposed in this paper has strong flexibility in structure, and an appropriate number of residual
modules can be selected to build the network model according to the different analyzed data.

3. Experiment

3.1. Datasets

In this paper, the publicly available experimental dataset of hydropower units from Wuhan
University is used for analysis and discussion. This dataset uses the GTS3-TG series simulator to
simulate the vibration signals of hydropower units. The vibration signals of the four rotor states were
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set in the experiment as shown in Figure 5: (a) is normal, (b) is contact-rubbing, (c) is unbalanced, and
(d) is misalignment.

Figure 5. Example diagram of the vibration signal of the hydropower unit.

For each state, we performed 45 repeated experiments, and the stationary vibration signals collected
for 1 s were recorded in each experiment to form a data set for analysis.

Table 3. Data set of the four hydropower unit signals.

State Training set Test set Category label
Normal 2048 400 1
Contact-rubbing 2048 400 2
Unbalanced 2048 400 3
Misalignment 2048 400 4

The training set and test set of the four hydropower unit signals are shown in Table 3. We used
2048 sampling points as training data, and 400 sampling points were reserved for testing data to verify
the accuracy of the classification. The CPU used in this experiment was an Intel(R) Core(TM) i9-
9820XCPU@3.30 GHz, and the GPU was an Nvidia GeForce RTX 2080Ti.
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3.2. Fault feature enhancement algorithm experiment

Initialize the PSO algorithm parameters, the population size N = 30; the weight range [wmin,wmax] =
[0.4, 0.9]; [cmin, cmax] = [0.5, 2]; the initial value c1 = c2 = 2; the number of iterations K = 20; the search
space of parameters L and T to be optimized is [100, 1000], [85, 142], and the displacement number
is set to M = 3. The optimal parameters of the four signals obtained by PSO-MCKD algorithm are
shown in Table 4.

Table 4. Optimization results of PSO-MCKD algorithm.

State L T M K
Normal 366 87 3 20
Contact-rubbing 165 99 3 20
Unbalanced 296 102 3 20
Misalignment 253 102 3 20

Figure 6. PSO-MCKD algorithm effect example diagram.

The optimized MCKD algorithm was used to process the vibration data of the hydropower unit, and
the processed vibration signals are shown in Figure 6, where the ones in (a)–(d) are the four types of
enhanced vibration signals. Compared with Figure 5, it can be seen that the vibration shock signal is
more obvious, and the algorithm effectively solves the shortcomings of the original signal features not
being obvious. The enhanced signal is more conducive to the subsequent feature extraction work.
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3.3. Fault feature diagnosis algorithm experiment

In this study, experiments were conducted using the same hydropower unit dataset. We used the four
indicators Precision, Recall, F1score and Accuracy to evaluate the fault diagnosis ability of different
methods [39]. The formulas are expressed as:

Precision =
T P

T P + FP
(3.1)

Recall =
T P

T P + FN
(3.2)

F1score =
2T P

2T P + FP + FN
(3.3)

Accuracy =
T P + T N

T P + T N + FP + FN
(3.4)

where T P is the number of true positive samples, FP is the number of false positive samples; FN is
the number of false negative samples, and T N is the number of true negative samples.

The first convolutional layer in CNN is equivalent to a set of bandpass filters. Convolution kernels
of different sizes can extract feature information in different frequency bands in the signal. The larger
the convolution kernel size is, the wider the frequency band that can be extracted. Therefore, this paper
analyzes the influence of the size of the convolution kernel in the first layer convolution of the proposed
network on the performance of the network. The first-layer convolution kernel size was set to 1 × 3, 1
× 5, 1 × 9, 1 × 25, 1 × 49, 1 × 100, 1 × 200, 1 × 300, and the test results are shown in Table 5.

Table 5. Experimental results of first-layer convolution sizes affecting diagnosis accuracy.

Conv Size Precision Recall F1score Accuracy
1 × 3 97.15 97.10 96.25 96.13
1 × 9 96.92 96.83 96.71 96.85
1 × 25 97.70 97.68 97.61 97.87
1 × 49 98.25 98.12 98.01 98.21
1 × 100 98.89 98.86 98.78 98.85
1 × 200 97.61 97.57 97.51 97.67
1 × 300 96.79 96.76 96.58 96.75

As shown in Figure 7, with the increase of the convolution size of the first layer, the diagnosis
accuracy shows a trend of increasing slowly. When the size reaches 1 × 100, the various indicators of
the network reach the peak. If we continue to increase the size of the convolution, the accuracy will
not continue to increase, but there will be a downward trend.

To demonstrate the effectiveness of the PSO-MCKD fault feature enhancement method, the method
was applied to CNN, Resnet, and our MFFResnet method for further validity analysis, and the results
are shown in Table 6.
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Figure 7. Diagnosis accuracy curves for different first-layer convolution sizes.

Table 6. Effectiveness of PSO-MCKD fault feature enhancement algorithm.

Method Precision Recall F1score Accuracy
CNN 93.70 93.28 92.11 92.87
PSO-MCKD-CNN 94.15 93.89 93.51 93.91
ResNet 95.82 95.61 95.18 96.78
PSO-MCKD-ResNet 97.29 97.26 97.15 97.28
MFFResNet 97.75 97.66 97.28 97.65
PSO-MCKD-MFFResNet 98.89 98.86 98.78 98.85

Table 7. Comparative experiments of diagnosis results on various models.

Method Precision Recall F1score Accuracy
RF [35] 80.13 83.78 80.01 80.11
SAE [19] 91.61 91.05 89.66 90.50
CNN [20] 93.70 93.28 92.11 92.87
WKCNN [25] 96.80 96.28 95.71 96.67
GTFE-Net [26] 98.21 97.82 97.71 98.10
ResNet [28] 95.82 95.61 95.18 96.78
CWT-Resnet [29] 98.01 97.81 97.63 97.97
A-ResNet [30] 97.89 97.76 97.75 97.85
PSO-MCKD-MFFResNet (ours) 98.89 98.86 98.78 98.85
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It can be seen from the above table that different methods use the signal data processed by the PSO-
MCKD feature enhancement method for training to effectively improve the accuracy of the final fault
diagnosis. CNN increased by 1.04%, Resnet increased by 0.5%, and our approach improved by 1.2%.

This paper compares experimental results with eight other algorithms, including RF [40], SAE
[19], CNN [20], WKCNN [25], GTFE-Net [26], ResNet [28], CWT-Resnet [29] and A-ResNet [30].
The comparative experiments of diagnosis results for various models are shown in Table 7. In this
dataset, the diagnosis accuracy of RF, SAE, and CNN is poor. With the introduction of the attention
mechanism, the diagnosis accuracy of A-Resnet is slightly higher than that of Resnet. Resnet with
CWT preprocessed data improves overall diagnosis accuracy. Our approach takes the data through
fault enhancement and then feeds it into a multiscale feature fusion residual network, which achieves
the best diagnosis performance on the dataset.

Figure 8 shows the visualization figures of the four metrics for different methods, and it can be seen
that our approach is higher than the other six algorithms for different metrics.

Figure 8. Comparison results on the Rain800 datasets.

4. Conclusions

The fault signal of hydropower units may have weak fault features due to the interference of var-
ious factors such as noise, which affects the accuracy and stability of the subsequent fault diagnosis
algorithm. To solve this problem, this paper proposes a PSO-MCKD-MFFResnet algorithm for fault
diagnosis of hydropower units. First, this paper proposes a PSO-MCKD fault feature enhancement al-
gorithm, which uses the PSO algorithm to search for the influencing parameters of MCKD to enhance
the features of the original fault signal. Second, a fault feature diagnosis algorithm based on MFFRes-
net is proposed to improve the utilization of local features. The multi-scale residual module is used to
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extract features at different scales and then put the enhanced signal into MFFResnet for training and
classification.

The method proposed in this paper applies to four common states of hydropower units. Since me-
chanical failures will have other rare and complex failure situations, accumulating different situations
for multi-task learning to improve performance is also worth exploring in future research [41].
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