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Abstract: In this study, we investigated the threshold dynamics of a spatially heterogeneous
nonlocal diffusion West Nile virus model. By employing semigroup theory and continuous Fréchet-
differentiable, we established the well-posedness of the solution. The expression for the basic
reproduction number derived using the next-generation matrix method. The authors demonstrated the
threshold dynamics of the system by constructing a Lyapunov function and applying the comparison
principle. Finally, numerical simulations were used to validate the theorem results. It can be
suggested that to control disease development rapidly, measures should be taken to reduce the spread
of mosquitoes and birds.
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1. Introduction

West Nile virus disease is zoonotic and is becoming increasingly prevalent in Africa, Europe,
the Americas, Australia, the Middle East, the Indian subcontinent and other regions. This poses a
significant risk to human and animal health, with severe cases resulting in encephalitis, and even death.
In nature, birds act as reservoirs for the West Nile virus, which circulates through a mosquito-bird
cycle. Mosquitoes carrying the virus bite susceptible birds, leading to the development of toxemia in
the birds. Subsequently, susceptible mosquitoes bite infected birds, contributing to the spread of the
virus. Over 60 mosquito species and hundreds of bird species have been implicated in the transmission
of the virus in the United States of America [1]. There is no specific treatment for the disease, and
mathematical models can help us understand the pathogenesis of disease.

There is currently no specific treatment for the disease, but mathematical models can help us
understand its pathogenesis. Numerous models have been developed to study the dynamic behavior
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of the West Nile virus [2—13]. Bai and Zhang [2] examined the dynamics of a periodic West Nile
virus model, and concluded that using time-averaged extrinsic incubation period might underestimate
the risk of disease outbreaks. Ge et al. [6] investigated the spatial transmission of reaction-diffusion
West Nile virus with free boundaries in a heterogeneous environment, providing sufficient conditions
for virus persistence and extinction based on the spatial risk index. Cheng and Zheng [9] explored the
spatiotemporal spread and asymptotic behavior of the West Nile virus through a reaction-advection-
diffusion system with free boundaries. They considered the impact of advection terms on the virus’s
extinction and persistence. Tarboush and Zhang [13] analyzed the effects of a periodically evolving
domain on the dynamics of the West Nile virus spread. They introduced a spatiotemporal basic
reproduction number that varies with the rate of periodic evolution to study the virus long-term
behavior.

The existing literature West Nile virus models predominantly focus on reaction-diffusion
approaches, in which the Laplacian operator accounts for the local behavior of random diffusion at
adjacent spatial locations. However, the reaction-diffusion model represented by the Laplacian operator
may not accurately capture the long-distance effects of disease transmission [14]. Consequently, to
better represent the spread of the disease, integral operators are employed to describe the diffusion
process, which accounts for the movement between non-adjacent spatial locations. Generally,
fQ J(x = y)e(y)dy — ¢(x) (convolution operator ) is utilized to model the nonlocal diffusion [15]. For
instance, Du and Nie [16] explored the long-term dynamic behavior of a West Nile virus model with
non-local spread and free boundaries. Additionally, Pu et al. [17] incorporated the influence of seasonal
variation into the model based on Reference [16]. Some studies, e.g., [16] and [17] only considered the
impact of non-local diffusion on the infected population; thus, we introduce a model [18] to facilitate
the analysis of non-local diffusion’s influence on both susceptible and infected populations.

dSm b m
- Am _,umSm - %Smlba

dl, _ b
G = B0l = il

sy _ b1Bp

T =M =Sy = 7Sl
dl, _ bipp

dr Np S

(1.1)

vl — pply — dply,

where S, and [, represent the populations of uninfected and infected female mosquitoes, respectively.
S, and I, denote the population of susceptible and infected birds, respectively. A,, and A,, are the
recruitment rates of susceptible mosquitoes and birds, respectively. b; is the per capita biting rate of
mosquitoes on the bird. S, and g, are the West Nile virus transmission probabilities from infected
birds to uninfected mosquitoes and from mosquitoes to birds, respectively. u,, and y, are the natural
death rates of mosquitos and birds, respectively; d;, denotes the disease-induced death rate of infected
birds. The parameters in this model are all positive constants.

It is worth noting that the activity range of mosquitoes is generally limited, in general, with most
only flying tens to hundreds of meters, and the longest flight distance being one to two kilometers.
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Therefore, we disregard the non-local spread of mosquitoes and we consider the following model.

B = Ap(x) = (S  — OIS (x, D),(x, 1),

G = PRS00 DI (3, 1) = (D) (6, 1),
Bo = dy [[, 30 = Y)Sp(y, Ddy = diS y(x, 1) + Ap(x) — ()8 y(x, 1) — DS (x, ), (x, 1),
& = dy [ 3(x = Wy, dy — doly(x, 1) + 298 (x, 0, (x, 1) — pp ()T (x, 1) = dyly(x, 1),

Sm(x,0) = 8 m0(x), Ln(x,0) = Ly o(x), S p(x,0) = §4,0(0)(x, 0) = I 0(x),

xeQ, t>0.
(1.2)
with the boundary condition
oS, oI, 0S, 0ol
am_ =2 _ 7% _ Q 1.
v 12% dv  Ov 0, x e, >0, (1.3)
and initial condition
Sm(xa 0) = Sm,()(x)a Im(-xa 0) = m’()(.X), Sb(-x’ 0) = Sb,()(-x)a Ib(x’ 0) = Ib,O(-x)’ X e Q (14)

d, > 0and d, > O represent the diffusion coefficient of susceptible and infectious for birds, respectively.
Un(x), p(x), Bu(x), b(x), yu(x), B,(x) and v(x) are positive continuous functions on Q. The dispersal
kernel function J is continuous and satisfies the following properties

3(0) > 0, fS(x)dx =1, 3(x)>00nQ, J(x) =J(—x) > 0onR. (1.5)
R

This paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we prove the existence, uniqueness, positivity,
and boundedness of solutions, and derive the expression for the basic reproduction number using the
next-generation matrix method. In Section 3, we establish the global asymptotic stability and uniform
persistence of the system by constructing Lyapunov functions and applying the comparison principle.
Section 4 presents numerical simulations, and Section 5 concludes the paper with some final remarks.

2. Well-posedness of the solution

Let us consider the following function spaces and positive cones.
X = C(Q), X, 1= C,(Q), Y 1= C(Q) xC(Q) X C(Q) xC(Q), Y, := C.(Q)XC.(Q)xC,(Q)xC,(Q).

The norms in X and Y are defined as follows, respectively: [[#||x := supy g [F(x)|, ? € X, and

(21,22, 23, 2a)lly := sup \/|Z1(x)|2 + 2201 + |z3(0))? + |za(xX)?, (21, 22,23, 24) € Y.
EeQ

Next, we define the linear operators on X.

A(x) = = (00 (0),
At (x) = = () (%),

Ayt(0) = dy fg 3 = )0y — dy () — (9500, 2.1)

Agd4(x) = d, f J(x = Ty — dra(x) — pp(X)F4(x) — dp(X)F4(x).
Q
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From the above, we know that A;, A,, A; and A4 are bounded linear operators; by virtue of
[19, Theorem 1.2], we obtain that A;(t),q, A2(t)s0, A3(f)s0 and A4(?),so are uniformly continuous
semigroups on X. Furthermore, according to [20, Section 2.1.1], the semigroups A;(f),so, A2(t),s0
As(1),50 and Ay(),»o are positive.

Next, we will prove the existence and uniqueness of the solution for system (1.2).

Lemma 2.1. For any initial data (S 1,0, Ino, S b0, Ip0) and t € [0, 1y), the solution (S ,,(x, 1), L,(x, 1),
Sp(x, 1), I,(x, 1)) of system (1.2) satisfies that

lim sup f[Sm(x, H+ 1,000+ S,(x,0)+ I,(x,1)]dx < c0.
Q

1—00

Here Q| denotes the volume of Q.
Proof. By (1.2), we have

4 f[Sm(x, B+ Ly(x, 1) + Sp(x, 1) + I(x,1)]dx
dt Jo

=fAm(x)dx—f/1m(x)Smdx—fMSm(x,t)Ib(x,t)dxf
Q Q Q Ny Q

—fym(x)lm(x,t)dx+d1ffS(x—y)Sb(y,t)dydx—dlfS;,(x,t)dx+fA;,(x)dx
Q o Jo Q Q

—fyb(x)Sb(x,t)dx—fMSb(x,t)lm(x,t)dx+d2ffS(x—y)Ib(y,t)dydx—dzfIb(x,t)dx
Q a M aJa Q

PP, )ty )
Ny

+IMSb(x,t)Im(x,t)dx—f,ub(x)lb(x,t)dx—fdb(x)lb(x,t)dx
a N Q Q

_ f An(¥)dx f (S m + T, ) + f f 30t = )S sy, dydx — d f S5 (x, Hdx
Q Q QJQ Q
" f Ap(x)dx — f (S p(x. 1) + Iy(x, D)dx + dy f f 30t = Iy, Ddydx - dy f I, Ddx
Q Q QJQ Q
—fdb(x)lb(x,t)dx.
Q

Moreover, according to (1.5), we obtain
d
E f[Sm(xa t) + Im(x7 t) + Sb(-x’ t) + Ib(-x’ t)]d-x
Q

< f A (x)dx — fum(x)(Sm(x, N+ 1,(x,1)dx + d f fi”s(x —y)dyS ,(y, t)dx — d, f Sp(x, dx
Q Q aJa

Q

+fAb(x)dx—f,ub(x)(Sb(x,t)+Ib(x,t))dx+d2ffi‘s(x—y)dylb(y,t)dx—dzfIb(x,t)dx
Q Q aJa Q

<Ay + Ap)IQ| - f min{p 1 (S + In(x, 1) + S p(x, 1) + Ip(x, 1))dx,
Q —m =

where |Q| denotes the volume of Q; A,, and A, represent the upper bound of A,, and A,, respectively.
p and K, denote the lower bound of 1, and y,, respectively. By calculating, we have

(A + Ap)IQ

lim sup f[Sm(x, H+L,(x,t)+Sy(x,0)+ I,(x,0)]dx < - .
Q min{y 1}

t—o0
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Lemma 2.2. If (S,,,0),1,(,0,S,¢,0DI,(-,1)) € M is the solution of system (1.2) with
(S m0s Imos S v.0dp0) € Y+, then (S (-, ), Lu(-, 1), S (-, DI (-, 1)) € Y for all t € [0, 1).

Proof. By calculation, we have

t .
(x.1) =8, o ()¢~ o G+ L Draondu f A b o P ey
m m, m ”

0 2.2
" by (X)Bu(x) (22)

Ln(x, 1) :Im,O(-x)e_ﬂ(X)t + f N S n(x, wiy(x, I/t)e_l“l(x)(t_‘r)d‘[',
0 b

and

t b1 (x)Bp(x) !
huw:huméﬁwmm”ﬁ'W””+f}mf5u—w&@ﬁ@+AAm
0 Q

= e G Ceandu
(2.3)

Iy(x, 1) =l o(x)e™ @ f(dz f J(x = (y, Hdy + %S”(% wl,(x,u))
0 Q b

5 o~ (@t (NE=1) g

Xe

for all ¢+ € [0,%) and x € Q. Due to (S m0s Lm0, Spolpo) € Y. and J(x) > 0 on R, it means that
Snulx,t) >0, L,(x,t) >0, S,(x,t) > 0 and I,(x, t) > 0; further, S,,(-,¢) > 0, I,(-,1) > 0, S,(-,¢) > 0 and
I,(-,t) > 0 fort € [0,1).

Theorem 2.1. Suppose that (S .0, Ino, S b0, Ino) € Y. Then, there exists a ty > 0 such that system (1.2)
has the unique solution (S (-, 1), L,(-,1),S,(-,)I,(-,1)) for all t € [0,ty), and either ty = +oco or
limsup,_;, A(S (1), Lu(, 1), S (-, 1), L, DI = +o0.

Proof.
m b
An(0) = 25206164
ﬁm(x)bl(x)g g
F(S1,62,63,64)(x) = "8y (0b1 (%)
Ap(x) = 2 g o
ﬁz;(X)bl(x) Blbi) o, o
Let F'[o1, 02, 03, 04] be a linear operator on Y defined as follows.
ﬂm(X)b1(X) Bnb1) 5 oy — ,Bm(x)fl(X) 0164
ﬁm(X)bl(X) Enl0bi0) 6 o1 + ,Bm(x)bl(x) Enl0bi0) ¢y
F,[Ql’ 02,03, Q4](gl7 §2,83, §4)(X) = ﬁb(xgbl(x)g S /j’b(x)hl(x)g 1
b h
ﬁb(x)bl(x)g G+ ,Bb(x)bl(x)Q S

By calculating, we have

F(s1, 62,63, 64)(x) = F(01, 02,03, 04)(X) + F'[01,02,03,041(S1 — 01,62 — 02,63 — 03, 64 — 04)(X)

—LulDD (o) — 01) (4 — 04)

N ﬂ"’(x)?(x) (1 —01)(ss — 04)
ﬂh(x B (¢ — 0,)(53 = 03)
ﬁb(x)bl(x) (62— 02)(s3 — 03)
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due to the coefficients being positive and bounded, we have that the last term on the right-hand side
of this equation is 0{(g1,$2,53,64)7 — (01,02,03,04)"}. It means that F is Fréchet-differentiable for
(01,07,03,04)" on Y. Moreover, we have

IF’'[01, 02,03, 04] — F'[01, 02,03, 04lll

= sup I{F'[01, 02,03, 041 = F'[01, 02,03, 041}(S1, 62, 63, S4)lly
15 1,52,53,64)  lly<1

_ Bn(x)b1(x) . Bn(x)b(x) _

= sup I{————(04 — 0s)51 — ———(01 — 01)S4,
I(s1.62.63.64)7 lly<1 Ny N,
ﬁm(x)bl(x)( 50 . Bu()b 1(X)( 51 _ﬁb(x)bl(x)( o)
—Nb ©4 — 04)S1 N, 01 — 01)S4, —Nb 03 —03)$2

b b b

- 'B—b(x]i,b] ) (02 — 02)53, ﬁ—b(xzzlbl ) (03 —03)s2 + 'B—b(x]i,b] ) (02 — 02)s3 |

b 3 3 N )
<2—-le1 = 81,02 = 22,05 = 03,04 - ) My,
b

where (01, 82,03,04)" € M; this implies that F is continuously Fréchet-differentiable [21, Lemma 3.1]
on Y.

Due to A(?),50, Ao (1) 50, Az(t)s0 and A4(?),-o being generators of uniformly continuous semigroups
A1()150, Ao(D)=0, As()s0 and Ay(?),50, the solution (S ,,(x, ?), L, (x, 1), S p(x, 1), I,(x,1)) of system (1.2)
can be written as follows:

m%n:emw@num:[ENHWququ&erer,

0
where
L)) A1) An(x) — 280G (x, D) (x, 1)
Lu(x, 1) Ax(D) LB S (6, DI (x, 1)
1) = , A = , F 1) = B (VB (x
WD sy | AT s | T T Ao - OB, ()
Iy(x, 1) Aq(D) OB, (x, (X, 1)

Due to A being the infinitesimal generator of e'* 5 and F being continuously Fréchet-differentiable on
Y, from [22, Proposition 4.16], the result holds.

3. Threshold dynamics of system

3.1. Basic reproduction number

To give the expression of the basic reproduction number in an abstract way using the next-generation
matrix method [23], we consider the following linearized equations around the disease-free equilibrium
= (Sp(%),0,87(x),0):

or

oy _ bl(x),Bm(x)SOI (X, 1) — ﬂm(x)l (x,1), (3 D
% = g, fg 3(x = Wy, dy — doly(x, 1) + b'(x)ﬁb(X)SOI n(X 1) =y (X, 1) = dply(x, 7). |
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System (3.1) is equivalent to

0=
o =M-N)E=E+Q0=, xeQ,t>0,
where
1 0 0
== m , M = N ’
( I ) (0 dzfQ\S(x—y)dy)
and
N = Hm 0 0= 0 bl(xl)vﬂ;m(X) S0
~\o dy + pup + dp - b](xlzib(X)Sg 0 .

Let K() be the solution semigroup with respect to the following linear reaction-diffusion equation

0=
= = (M-NE, xeQ1>0. (3.2)

Define -
K($)(x) := f QIK(1)()](x)dr.
0
By virtue of the next-infection operator, the spectral radius of K can be defined as the basic reproduction

number
Ry = }"(K)

Moreover, by virtue of [24], we can obtain the following lemma:
Lemma 3.1. sign(Ry — 1) = signAy.

The principal eigenvalue A is related to eigenfunction (G (x), To(x)), which satisfies the following
equation:

{w(x) = 2B G0 (x) — tn(x)O(), a3

AT(x) = dy [, 3(x = y)T(0)dy — dyT(x) + LS9 (x) — 1y, () T(x) — V().

3.2. Global stability of the disease-free equilibrium

Before proving the global asymptotic stability of the disease-free equilibrium point, some lemmas
need to be given; we first consider the following eigenvalue problem, which has been studied by
Garcia-Melian and Rossi [15].

{ Jox S = MEG) = PNy = -A,¥(x), in Q, 64

P(x) =0, on RV \ Q.

Lemma 3.2. For system (3.4), there exists a unique principal eigenvalue A, corresponding to
eigenfunction Y(x). Furthermore, 0 < Ay < 1 and

o e PO [ 30— PO)Pdyd
' YeL2(Q),¥£0 fQ W2(x) :
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Now, we have the following global stability result.

Theorem 3.1. If Ry < 1, the solution (S ,,(x, 1), L,(x, 1), S ,(x, )I,(x, 1)) of system (1.2) satisfies that
lim S, (x, 1) = S?,,(x), lim I,(x,1) =0, lim S,(x,t) = Sg(x), lim I,(x,t) = 0.
f—+00 1—+00 1—+00 —+00

Proof. By virtue of Eqgs (2.2) and (2.3), we can obtain that /,, » O and I, — 0 as t — +oo.
Moreover, we prove that S ,,(x,t) = S %(x) on x as t — +oo; let py(x,t) =S ,(x, 1) — S %(x); then, we

have
Ipi(x1)  bi(®)Bu(x)
N,

o - Hm(Opi(x. 1)

By calculating, we have

Sm(x, I(x, 1), x € Q. (3.5)

1 bi(x0)Bw(x)
Mm(x) N b

as t — oo, we obtain that p(x, ) — 0; hence, S ,,(x, 1) — S,?l(x).
Next, we prove that S,(x,) — S9(x) on x as t — +oo; let pa(x, 1) = S,(x, 1) — S )(x). Furthermore,
we have

pi(x,1) = pyo(x)e " — S m(x, I (x, 1),

Opax, b
P28(2C 1) =d, LS(X_)’)])ZQG Ndy—d,p,(x, t)—up(x) pa(x, t)—%ib(x),gb(x, N, (x,1), x € Q. (3.6)
Let P(t) = [ p3(x, f)dx; we can obtain
dP(t)
dt
opa(x,
=2 fg ot 2D g
b
=2 f p2(x, Hid, fC:S(X —y)p2(y, )dy — di pa(x, 1) — pp(x)pa(x, t) — %ﬁb(x)sb(x’ L, (x, )dx
Q Q

24, f f 3(x = Y)pay, D)paes Dy — f P, 0]
QJQ Q

by (x)B,(x)
b

-2 fg () p2(x, 1) + S p(x, DI (x, D} p2(x, Ddx

< —=2d1 A, P(¢).

(3.7
By calculation we have that
P(t) < cpe 2,
Hence, there exists a constant ¢y; we have
IP2C, Dl 2y < coe™ M.
By virtue of Eq (3.6), we can obtain
15
b
pataat) = pue e [ ghomay [ 3 ypatndy - SO nn s 39
0 Q
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Applying the Holder inequality to the following equation, there exists some positive constant satisfying
that

f J(x = y)p2(y, D)dy < Clipa(-, 9l (3.9)
Q
Combine (3.8) and (3.9); there exists some positive constants ¢;(i = 1,2) we have

—(di+pp)t —d Ayt

|p2(x, )| < cre + cre

Hence, as t — oo, py(x,t) — 0 uniformly on x € Q. Furthermore, we obtain that S ,(x,7) — S g(x).

3.3. Uniform persistence

In this section, we consider the uniform persistence of system (1.2). To achieve these goals, we first
consider the following problem.

Theorem 3.2. If Ry > 1, then there exists a function I1(x), such that
lim inf(S ,(x, 1) + L,(x, 1) + Sp(x, 1) + I,(x, 1)) > TI(x);
[—o0

hence, the disease is uniformly persistent.

Proof. Due to Ry > 1, there exists a k > 0 such that A(S;, — ,S; — k) > 0 (where (§;,,1,,,S;,1,)
represents that the endemic equilibrium). It means that there exists a #; > 0 satisfying that S ,,(x, t) >
Smo—kand Sy(x,) > Spo —«kfort > fand x € Q. For x € Q, t>1: according to the comparison
principle, we can obtain

B > BUBI(S, o — KT (x, 1) = (X)L (x, 1),
6@>@L&x>%@n@ dly (6, 1) + 2B, o — L (x, 1) = (O Ip(x, 1) = Iy, ).

Define (7,,(x, 1), Iy(x, 1)) = (NeVi, (x), NeYis (x)), (In(x, 1), Tp(x, 1)) to satisfy the following equation

P = MBS, = K, 1) = fin (O (3, ),
%o = dy [, 30c = DIy, Dy = dalp(x, 1) + 2O(S o — )L, (x, 1) = pp(OL(x, 1) = diply(x, 1),

where (41 (x), Y>(x)) is the e eigenfunction with respect to 1<0. Accordmg to the comparison principle,
we know that [,,(x, 1) > Im(x D, I(x,1) > Ib(x f) for x € Q,t > 1,. Therefore, I,,(x,1) > Ne’“t,//l(x)
I,(x,) > Ny, (x) such that

pmmnumzN%uxpmwwuﬁzN%uy

On the basis of Lemma (2.1), we know that there exists constants K > 0 and 7, such that
Li(x, ) <K, I(x,)) <K, 121, x€Q.
Then, Sy and Sy satisfy the following equation

B > An(x) = () y — LL20OK G (x, 1),
B> dy fQ\S(x WSy, dy — d1 p(X, 1) + Ap(x) — pp(0)S p(x, 1) — bl(x)ﬁ;,(x)K S, (1),

xeQt>h.

AIMS Mathematics Volume 8, Issue 6, 14253—-14269.
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By virtue of Eq (3.4), we obtain

9Sm b m K
B > Ap(x) = (1) — LLIES (i, 1),

B0 2 —dy A8 5(x, 1) + Ay(x) = ()8 (x, 1) — LRIRS  (x, 1),

xeQt>h.
Hence
1im in fS (5, 1) = (Ap(0)/ () + l’l(’c)ﬁ%{)’

b1(xX)Bp(x)K
N,

Let TI(x) := min{(Am(x))/ (un(x) + 28208 (A (x))/(ch Ao +p1(x) + 2EED8) Ny (x), Nija(x)}. The
disease uniformly persistent is obtained.

lim infSy(x, 1) = (Ap(0))/(d1de + pp(x) + )

4. Numerical simulations

In order to present the theoretical results, some numerical simulations are presented in this section.
The parameter values (Table 1) and initial value are selected as follows (all rates are per capita per day

(day™)):

Table 1. The partial parameter values.

Parameter Value Parameter Value Parameter Value Parameter Value
b, 1.6 N, 150 Mo 0.15 A, 6.5
i 0.01 [25] A, 1.5 d, 0.025 d, 0.025

Initial value:
(S m0(x), Lno(x), S po(x), Ip(x)) = (0.03sinx + 0.05cosx, 0.02cosx,0.01sinx + 0.03cosx, 0).

Moreover, the nonlocal kernel function [20] is selected as follows:

1
J = Aexp(xz_ 1), -l<x<l,
0, otherwise.

Here, A = 2.6423, x € [-1,1] C Rand [, J(x)dx = [ J(x)dx ~ 1.

4.1. Dynamics of system (1.2)

In Figure 1, let 5,, = 0.12,8, = 0.15. In Figure 3, set 8,, = 0.075(1 — 0.85cosx),5, = 0.15. As
t — oo, the density of the infected mosquitoes and infected bird will converge to 0, that is, the disease
will become extinct.

In Figure 2, let 8, = 1.2, 8, = 0.88. In Figure 4, set 5,, = 0.75(1 — 0.85cosx), 8, = 0.88 [18]. It can
be seen that the solution of system (1.2) finally converges to a steady state, indicating the persistence
of the diseases.
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Figure 1. The evolution paths of Sg,Iy,Sy,Iy for system (1.2) with Ry, =
0.901080450518523 < 1.
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Figure 2. The evolution paths of Sy, Iy,Svy,Iy for system (1.2) with Ry, =
6.901750796765820 > 1.
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Figure 3. The evolution paths of Sg,Iy,Sy,Iy for system (1.2) with Ry, =
0.537588764329462 < 1.
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Figure 4. The evolution paths of Sy, Iy,Svy,Iy for system (1.2) with Ry, =
4.117616446354086 > 1.
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For Ry < 1, we can see that when the transmission rate is constant, the number of infected drops
to O relatively quickly; on the contrary, when the transmission rate is spatially dependent, the number
of infected tends to O for a long time. As Ry > 1, spatial heterogeneity can increase in the number
of susceptible mosquitoes and birds, and the number of infected mosquitoes and birds become more
evenly distributed in space.

4.2. The impacts of the diffusion rate for mosquitoes and birds

In this section, we aim to examine the impact of the diffusion coeflicient on disease persistence
considering that the spread of extinct diseases is meaningless. For Figures 4-7, we set d; = d, = 0.025,
di =d, =0.10,d, = d, = 020 and d; = d, = 0, respectively. The results indicate that an increase
in the diffusion coefficient leads to an increase in the number of suspected mosquitoes and birds while
decreasing the number of infected mosquitoes and birds. However, the differences in mosquito and
bird populations across in different spatial distributions become more apparent, resulting in a higher
persistence of the disease and making it challenging to control. Therefore, in the event of a disease
outbreak, we recommend employing physical or chemical methods to kill mosquitoes in order to better
control the spread of the disease.
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Figure 5. The evolution paths of Spy,Iy,Sy,Iy for system (1.2) with Ry, =
2.684224435524666 > 1.
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Figure 6. The evolution paths of Sg,Iy,Sy,Iy for system (1.2) with Ry, =
2.019457012742855 > 1.
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Figure 7. The evolution paths of Sy, Iy,Svy,Iy for system (1.2) with Ry, =
5.557541598765930 > 1.
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5. Conclusions

We investigated the threshold dynamics of a nonlocal diffusion West Nile virus model with spatial
heterogeneity. The well-posedness of the solution is proven using the semigroup theory, and it is
continuously Fréchet differentiable. The basic reproduction number is expressed using the next-
generation matrix method. Global stability and uniform persistence of the system are proven by
constructing a Lyapunov function and applying the comparison principle. Numerical simulations
were performed to verify the theorem. The values of the transmission rate were adjusted to examine
extinction and persistence of the disease, and the impact of diffusion was considered. Simulation
results demonstrated that an increase in the diffusion coefficient leads to an increase in the number
of susceptible mosquitoes and birds and a decrease in the number of infected mosquitoes and birds.
However, differences in mosquito and bird populations in different spatial distributions become more
pronounced, leading to enhanced disease persistence and reduced chances of rapid disease control.
Therefore, to better control the spread of the disease, physical or chemical methods for mosquito
control are recommended when a disease outbreak occurs.
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