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Abstract: Let ¢ > 3 be a positive integer. For any integers m, n, k, h, the two-term exponential
q

sums C(m, n, k, h; q) is defined as C(m,n,k,h;q) = ), e (W), where k > h > 2. The main purpose
a=1

of this paper is to use analytic methods and the properties of classical Gauss sums to study the mean
value involving two-term exponential sums and fourth Gauss sums, and to provide some asymptotic
formulas and identities. Previously, only the case of 2 = 1 had been studied.
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1. Introduction

Let ¢ > 3 be a positive integer. For any integers m, n, k, h, the two-term exponential
sums C(m, n, k, h; q) is defined as

q k h
Clm,n. k. q) = Ze(m),
q

a=1
where k > h. When n = 0, this sum reduces to the k-th Gauss sum, defined by
q k
ma
G(m,k;q) = e(—).
2%

These summations are very important in additive number theory because there are close relations
between the summation and the Waring’s problem. About its arithmetical properties, many authors had
studied it. For example, Davenport and Heilbronn [1] proved that

C(m,n, k,1;p") < p” (b, p"), if ptm. (1.1)
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where 6 = % if k =3,and 0 = % if k > 3. Applying Weil’s estimate for exponential sums over finite
fields, Hua [2] proved that 6 = % for all k£ > 2. Loxton and Smith [3], Smith [4], Loxton and Vaughan
[5], Dabrowski and Fisher [6], among others, have made improvements to (1.1). Recently, Li [7],
utilizing the recursive formula for the fourth Gauss sum and relevant results on two-term exponential
sums, further extended the study to derive a fourth-order linear recurrence formula for the fourth Gauss
sum and the two-term exponential sum

in the case where p = 1 mod 4.

p_l ﬂ’l(14 le t
Z‘] e( p+ ) ’
The main challenge arises when the lower-order terms of the two-term exponential sum are 2. If a
passes through a residue system modulo p while a® does not pass through the same residue system,
direct application of properties of Gauss sums or trigonometric identity becomes complex. Yuan and
Wang [8], utilizing the orthogonality and parity properties of characters modulo p, ingeniously
transformed the problem and ultimately provided a concise formula. Specifically, for p = 3 mod 4,
the following identity holds:

We have been exploring the properties of two-term exponential sums, specifically

p=l|p-l 4. [
+
> Ze(u) = p-(Tp* = l4p - 3), (1.2)
m=0 | a=1 p
however, when p = 1 mod 4, the research on the problem becomes relatively complex, and they did
not provide relevant results.
For the sake of convenience, we have introduced some symbols

p-1

a=a(p>=2(“;a

a=1

p—1
);y = D@ = (@ + 1),
a=1

The main purpose of this paper is to study the asymptotic properties of the #-th power mean

s (ma4) 2! (ma4 + az)t
St ef [SSe[mese
P P

a=0 a=1

p-1 k

) (1.3)

m=1

and give some exact formulas for (1.3) with # = 2; for convenience, we will denote it as 7 (p). That is,
we shall prove the following:

Theorem 1. Let p be a prime with p = 5 mod 8. Then we have the identity
T»(p) = 6p° — 6p% —15p* + 6p% —3p —4pa(l + a — /p).
Corollary 1. Let p be an odd prime with p = 5 mod 8. Then we have

Ty(p) = 6p° — 6p* + O(pP).
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Theorem 2. Let p be a prime with p = 1 mod 8. Then we have the identity

Ta(p) = 6p + 6p? = 23p + 6p* = 3p +4pa(3 — a = \p) + 2p(@ W)y + @),
p-1
where 7(¥) = 3 Y(a)e (%) , which usually denotes the classical Gauss sums.
a=0

Corollary 2. Let p be an odd prime with p = 1 mod 8. Then we have

Ty(p) = 6p° + O(p?).

Theorem 3. Let p be a prime with p = 3 mod 4. Then for any integer k > 4, we have

sl

a=

p-1

2,

m=1

o(Tp* - 14p - 9).

Some notes:
(1) When p = 3 mod 4, we have (’7}) = —1. In this case, for any integer m with (m, p) =
according to Theorem 7.5.4 in reference [9], we have

G(m,z;m:i(%) N

where i? = —1. Combining with the properties of Gauss sums, we obtain

=1+ 51+ ()55

then

IG(m, 4; p)I* = p, (1.4)

when p = 3 mod 4, the hybrid means of T (p) are easily obtained. Hence, in this section, we only
consider the case when p = 1 mod 4.

-1 4
(2) From the recursive formula for G*(m, 4; p) = ( > e (’"7“4)) in [10], we can derive a fourth-order

a=0

linear recurrence formula for 7;(p).
When p = 8k + 5, the recursive formula for G*(m, 4; p) is as follows:

p—1 —
G*(m,4; p) = —2pG*(m, 4; p) + 4pG(m, 4; p) [Z (a i a)]
p

a=1
“lla+a
—9p2+p[Z( P )

a=1

2

= —2pG*(m, 4; p) + 8paG(m,4; p) — 9p* + 4pa’.
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Through simple calculations, we obtain the recursive formula for T;(p) as follows:

k 2
2 (ma4) 2 (ma +a )
el—11| - Ze

a=0 p a=1 p

1
- ma +a
e

’2 (ma +a)

a=1

p-1

Te(p) = ).

3

<

dw4m

3
QM

S

G*(m,4; p)G**(m, 4; p)

[

3

=1
1

<

((-2pG(m. 4; p) + 8paG(m. 4: p) - 9p* + 4pa®) G**(m. 4; p))

~ 2
pzi (ma4 +a2)
. e —
p

a=1

3

= =2pTia2(p) + 8paTi_s(p) + (4pa® — 9pH) Ti_a(p).

Similarly, when p = 8k + 1, according to [10], we know

p-1 —
G*(m,4; p) = 6pG*(m, 4; p) + 4pG(m. 4; p) [Z (a - a))
P

a=1
p-1 —
a+a
—p2+p[2( P )

a=1

2

= 6pG>(m, 4; p) + 8paG(m,4; p) — p* + 4pa?,
then we have
Ti(p) = 6pTia(p) + 8paTis(p) + (4pa® — p*)Tia(p).
(3) When p = 1 mod 4 and k is any positive integer, for the hybrid mean given by

koo 2
pzi (ma4+a2)
. e —
P

a=1

p-1|p-1

2(7)

b

m=1
as k increases, the computation becomes increasingly complex. Whether precise computational
formulas or corresponding recurrence relations can be obtained remains a question worth
investigating.

2. Preliminaries

In this section, we give some lemmas, which will be applied to prove the main results.
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Lemma 1. Let p be an odd prime with p = 1 mod 4. For any fourth-order character ¥ modulo p,

we have
S +y(-1)
(@ -1)=——W) - Vp), (2.1)
2 Y(a NG ¥) - +p
p—1
¢'( 1))
2@ -1) = 2+ —(TW) + T°W)), (2.2)
azll/’ a NG 1 1
S +9(-1)
Ya —1) = ———@W) - Vp), (2.3)
GZIwa NG ) — \p

where Y2 = y, and y, = (1_*7) denotes the Legendre symbol.

Proof. In fact, this is Lemma 2.1 of [11], so its proof is omitted.

Lemma 2. Let p be an odd prime with p = 1 mod 4. For any fourth-order character ¥ modulo p,
we have

W) + T W) = 2pa.

Proof. See Lemma 2.2 in [11].
Lemma 3. Let p be an odd prime with p = 1 mod 4, and a be any integer with (a, p) = 1. For any
fourth-order character ¢ modulo p, we have

Z‘W”)Z (ma +a)2

m=1

_ { (mﬁ) = 7@)Vp)+ TPy, ifp=1mods,

(W) /Py if p =5 mod 8.

Proof. First, using the trigonometric identity

q .
Ze(”m) {q’ tqln. 2.4)

1 0, ifg1tn.

Then, utilizing the properties of Dirichlet characters, y* = 1,// = yo and ¥y» = ¥, we can obtain

~ pz_l ) L5 e(m(a4 - bM + (a® - bz))

a=1 b=1 p
1 2 _ 4 _
_ e b (a D)Zlﬁ( e (mb (a 1))
Co- P - 1
=) S S BYIE - 1) ( @ ))
a=1 b=1
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J(a

w(a* - l)e(

-1

< b(a® - 1
= 1)(20 +)(2(b))€( ("p ))]
b=

1

b*(a* - 1))

(614— 1)Ze(b(a - 1))

&- b(a® - 1)
+T<w>2 a —1)2)(2@)6( .
a=1 b=1

|

p-1
—1(y) Z U@t - 1) +1)100) ) ¥ - D@ - 1)
a=1 a=1

p-1 p-1
—1(y) ) W@ = 1)+ T@)T(ra) ) Y@ = D@ + 1),
a=1 a=1

When p = 1 mod 4, 7(x>) = +/p, combined with (2.3) in Lemma 1, we obtain

have

Z y(m)

This proves Lemma 3.

Z ym)

- —r<w>(

Z

1+z//(

(ma +a)2

(@) - vro)) W) Py

\[_

D

= (1 + 9(-1) (@) = y(~ D7) Vp) + TW) Vp.
When p = 1 mod 8, ¢(~1) = ¥(=1) = 1; when p = 5 mod 8, (1) = y(-1) = —1. Therefore, we

Z (ma +a

;

(w) - 7(@)yP) + W) Py, if p=1mods8,
if p =5 mod 8.

) {rw) N2

Lemma 4. Let p be an odd prime with p = 1 mod 4, then

2
(ma4 + az) _
p

|

2\p(1 —a - p),
2Pl +a - p),

Proof. From the proof of Lemma 3, we obtain

Z)(z(m)
m=1

Electronic Research Archive

N

ma +a

y

if p=1modS8§,
if p =5 mod 8.
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P—IX pP— lpzle(m(a —b4)+(a bZ))
m=1
p-l p-l _ 40 4
_ e( 1))2)(2( e (mb (a* 1))
a=1 b=1
AN P - 1
=) ) > bl - 1)e( (@ ))
a=1 b=1
p=l p-1 b2 2 -1
= 70r2) )| > xalat = 1) ( « ))
a=1 b=1
= - b(d® - 1)
- T(Xz)Z)(z(a - 1)(2(1 +X2(b))€( p ))
b=1
b(a*> -1
270(2)ZX2(04—1)Z€( (“p ))
a=1 b=1

S S b(a® - 1)
+700) ) xala* = 1) Z){z(b)e( . )
a=1 b=1

p-1 p-1
= —1(12) ) xa(@* = D)+ T(r) ) xala* = Dya(a® = 1)
a=1 a=1

p-1 p-1
= —t(r) ) el = D+ 7)) @ + 1),
a=1 a=1

Utilizing the properties of the Legendre symbol, then

) lf(p’ l’l) = 1’
sz(a +n) = { L it p (2.5)
Combining (2.5) with (2.2) from Lemma 1, we obtain
p-l p-l 4 n[?
Z){z(m) Ze(ma +a )
m=1 a=1 p
__1 _
= —-2+ LD @) + 2@ - 2p.
\p

from Lemma 2, then

p-l p-l 4 0|
ma” + a

E Xx2(m) E e( )

m=1 a=1 p

= =T 2)(=2 + ¥ (=1)20a) -
= VP2 -y (-12a)-2p
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_[2yp(1—a- yp), if p=1mods8,
~|2yp +a~ yp), if p=5modS8.

This proves Lemma 4.
Lemma 5. Let p be an odd prime with p = 1 mod 4, then

pZ_le(ma +a)

a=1

p—1

2

=1
_[2p*+2p3 —=5p+2p7—1, if p=1mod8,
C2p*=2pi —5p+2pr—1, if p=5mod8.

Proof. From the properties of quadratic Gauss sums, we obtain

p-1 2 2 )4 2
(5] =12e(5)-

a=1 p a=1 p
_Jp=-2+p+1, p=lmod4,
Cp+1, p =3 mod 4.

Further calculations yield

2

DS (mat +a
Ze( ]
m=1 [a= p
= 1 ma* + a gy ’
DINES Ehee
m=0 | a=1 a=1 p
_ 2
oL 12 (mb4(a — 1)+ bX —1)) g le(aZ)
= e —
a=1 b=1 m=0 a=1 p
] pP— 1 2
b (a”—1)
=p ZZ e(—)—(p—Z\/ﬁ+l)
a=1 b=1 p
a*=1 mod p
p-1 p-1 2
ba -1)
=p ZZ(1+){2(b))e(T)—(p—2\/1—9+l)
a=1 b=1
a*=1 mod p
[)—1 ]7—1 2
ba -1)
55 22
a=1 b=1 p
a*=1 mod p
p-1 p-1 2
bla*-1)
+p X2(b) ( )—(p—2\/1_?+1)
a=1 b=1
a*=1 mod p

(2.6)
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1518

a=1 b=l a=1 b=1 p
a*=1 mod p a*=1 mod p
a’=1 mod p a?#1 mod p
p-1
2
+pt) Y, xal@ =)= (p-2yp+1)
a=
a*=1 mod p

)
=2p(p - 1)—2P+2PT(/\(2)(?)—(P—2\/1—?+ 1)

-2
:2p2—5p+2p\/]_)(—)+2\/]_)—1,
p

using the properties of the Legendre symbol, then

5)-G)6
p] \p/\p
= -DT DT

_J1, if p=1lor3 modS3,
-1, if p =5or7 mod 8.

According to (2.7), we can obtain

pz_i (ma4 +a2)
e —
)4

a=1

p-1 2

m=1
_[2p*+2p* =5p+2pr—1, if p=1mod8,
|2p?-2p2 —5p+2pt—1, if p=5modS8.

This proves Lemma 5.

Lemma 6. Let p be an odd prime with p = 1 mod 4, then

2,

x mod p

2

=2(p - D(p-3).

p—1

D w@ - @ + 1)

a=1

Proof. According to the properties of the character modulo p, we have

. a=nmodp,
3 M@wm) = {‘“p hoa=nmodp

oy 0, a #n mod p.

Noting that p 1 (a®> + 1), p | (a* — 1), and using (2.8), we obtain

2

p—1
> D w@ - @+ 1)
x mod p |a=1

2.7)

(2.8)
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=(p-1 1

=(p-1) > I

b2 +1)(a?-1)=(a?+1)(b2-1) mod p
p-2 p-2

=(p-1 D > 1=2p-D(p-3).

a=2 b=2
a?=b? mod p

This proves Lemma 6.
3. Proofs of the Theorems

For any integer m satisfying (m, p) = 1, based on the classical properties of Gauss sums and the
properties of the fourth-order character ¢, combined with (2.4), we have

p-1
= 1+ 3 (1 + (@) + xa(@) + P(@)e (’"7“)
a=1

2 (ma) S ma
=2 )s ()
p—1

p—1
' m(a)e(%) - Zme(%)

a=1 a=1

= xa2(m) \p + Y (m)T(¥) + Y(m)r (). (3.1)

Let us start by proving Theorem 1.

When p = 5 mod 8, we have y(—1) = —1. Utilizing the property 7() = ¥(—D)t(¥) = —1(¥), it
follows that in this scenario, Y(m)t() + y(m)t(¥) = —(W(m)T(Y) + Y(m)T(¥)). Additionally, since
X2(m) +/p is a real number; based on (3.1), we obtain

G(m, 4; p) = x2(m) Vp — Y(m)r(¥) — y(m)T(). (3.2)

In this particular case, according to (3.1) and (3.2), we derive

(Gm,4; p)P = G(m,4; p) - Gom, & p) = p — (FOm)T(@) + (7))
= 3p — ()W) + T @)). (3.3)

Electronic Research Archive Volume 33, Issue 3, 1510-1522.
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Now, considering (3.3) and incorporating Lemmas 2, 4, and 5, we obtain
2
pZi (ma4 - a2)
a=1 p
2
pz (ma +a )
=1

- (@W) + @) Z}(z(m)

Tx(p) = Z G(m, 4; p)P

P

(3p X2 (m)(T W) + T W))

m=1
2
-1
£ ma4 + a2
P
p

a=1

p-1

:3p

m=1

:3p(2p2_2p%—5p+2p2_1)_2@0(2\/1_7(14_&_ \/ﬁ))
= 61’73 - 617% - 151?2 + 61?% —3p—4pa(l + @ — /p).

2
pZi (ma4 + a2)
P

a=1

This proves Theorem 1.
When p = 1 mod 8, it holds that y/(—1) = 1. For any integer m with (m, p) = 1, as stated in (3.1),
we establish that G(m, 4; p) = G(m, 4; p), implying that G(m, 4; p) is a real number, then

2
pZI (ma4 + az)
p

a=1

T>(p) = Z (G(m, 4; p)P

’E

()(z(m) VB +Bmyrw) + y(myr@))

=1
1

S E

(p+ TP W) + PP @) + 20 @)

m=1
pz_i (ma4 + az)
e —
P

a=1

2

+22(m) NP@Hm)T() + Y(m)yr()))

~ 2
pzi (ma4 + az)
e —
a=1 p
- 2
pzi (ma4 + az)
e —
P

a=1

p-1
+(@W) + @) ) xalm)
m=1

p-1
+ 2P ) W) + Ymyr@))

m=1

Since T(t//)T@) =Y (-1)p = p, combining with Lemmas 2, 3, 4, and 5, we obtain
2
pZ: (ma +a )
=1

Electronic Research Archive Volume 33, Issue 3, 1510-1522.
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= 3p2p* +2p* = 5p +2p* — 1) + 2\payp(l — @ - \p))

p-1 p 2
+2pT)) ) wm) Ze(m“ 4 )
m=1

a=

p-l p-l 4 e
+2VpE@) Y T[> 4%)
m=1 a=1
= 3p2p* +2p> = 5p+2p* — 1)+ 2y/pa2Vp(1 — @ — \p))
+2ypr) (2 (W) — T@) Vp) + TW) VpY)
+2ypr) (2 (@) — W) Vp) + @) VPY)
= 3p(2p* +2p* = 5p +2p* — 1) + 2\pap(1 — @ - V)
+4pT (W) — ApT(W)T(W) + 2pT W)y + A\PT () — ApT(W)T(W) + 2pT° (Y)Y
= 6p> + 6p> —23p> +6p> = 3p + 4pa(3 — a — \p) + 2p(T2W)y + T2 @)Y).

This proves Theorem 2.
When p = 3 mod 4, as stated in (1.2) and (1.4), we obtain

sl ey -

a=

p—1

o (1p* - 14p - 5).

m=1

This completes the proof of Theorem 3.
For p = 5 mod 8, considering |a| < /p and Theorem 1, we obtain

e [5e(

a=0 a=1

n@-z

This completes the proof of Corollary 1.
In the case of p = 1 mod 8, where |7'2(a,b)| = p, combining with Lemma 6 and Theorem 2, we have

Sl J5e()

a=0 a

= 6p° — 6p? + O(pY).

p—1

Tx(p) = Z

m=1

=6p° + O(p?).

This completes the proof of all our theorems and corollaries.
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