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1. Introduction

The motion of a general viscous isentropic compressible fluid occupying a spatial domain Q c R?
can be described by the following isentropic compressible Navier—Stokes equations:

p: +div(pu) =0,
(ou); + div(pu ® u) + VP = divT,

(1.1)

where p > 0 is the mass density; u = (uy, us, u3) is the velocity of the fluid; x = (xy, x5, x3) € Q, 1 >0
are the space and time variables, respectively. For the polytropic gases, the constitutive relation, which
is also called the equations of state, is given by

P=Ap", y>1. (1.2)
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Here P is the pressure, A > 0 is an entropy constant and v is the adiabatic exponent. T denotes the
viscous stress tensor with the form

T = u(p)(Vu + (Vu)") + A(p)divu I, (1.3)
where [; is the 3 X 3 identity matrix,

up) = ap’,  Ap) = pp’, (1.4)

for some constant & > 0, u(p) is the shear viscosity coeflicient, A(p) + %,u(p) is the bulk viscosity
coefficient, @ and S are both constants satisfying

a>0 and 2a+362>0. (1.5)

This system can be derived from the Boltzmann equations through the Chapman—Enskog expansion, cf.
Chapman—Cowling [1] and Li—Qin [2].

In this paper, we consider the Cauchy problem for (1.1) with the following initial data and far-field
behavior:

(o Wli=o = (po(x) 2 0, up(x)) for xeR’, (1.6)
(o, u)(t,x) — (0,0) as |x| = oo for t>0. (1.7)

In addition, we will use the following simplified notations; most of them are introduced in the standard
homogeneous and inhomogeneous Sobolev spaces [3]:

171s = 1y 1o = 1@ 1y = 1 lwmos)s
D" = {f € L, (R%) : |flprr = [VXf], < +00},

loc

D! ={f € L°(R%) : |flp1 = IVfl, < oo},
X([0,T]; Y(R) = X([0,T]; Y), f fdx = f fdx.
R3

For the initial data away from vacuum, the local existence of classical solutions for (1.1)-(1.6)-(1.7)
is proved due to the standard symmetric hyperbolic-parabolic structure which satisfies the well-known
Kawashima’s condition [4,5]. However, for the initial data including vacuum, such an approach does
not work because of the degeneration in the momentum equation. Generally, a vacuum often occurs in
some physical requirements, such as the finite total initial mass and the finite total initial energy. It is
well known that the main difficulty is to understand the behavior of the velocity field near the vacuum.

When the coefficients of viscosity u and A are constant (6 = 0), the degeneration occurs only in
the time evolution of the momentum equation, Cho—Choe—Kim [6] introduce a remedy by this initial
compatibility condition:

—divTy + VP(pg) = pog, forsome ge LX(RY),

which implies that (y/ou;, Vu,) in L=([0, T™]; L?) for a short time T7*. Then they obtain successfully the
local well-posedness of smooth solutions with vacuum in some three-dimensional Sobolev spaces, and
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also show the necessity of the initial compatibility condition in their solution class. And Huang, Li, and
Xin [7] establish the global well-posedness of these classical solutions with small energy and vacuum.
For some related results, please refer to [8—15].

When the coefficients of viscosity i and A are dependent on the density (6 > 0), the system (1.1) has
received a lot of attention, see [16-22]. However, both the time evolution and viscosities are degenerate
near the vacuum in the momentum equation, which prevents us from utilizing a similar remedy proposed
in [6]. Recently, Zhu and his collaborators obtained some important advances on the well-posedness of
classical solutions in this case; see [23—29]. Based on this observation for the momentum equation in
(1.1), this one can also be rewritten in the following form:

A
u, + div(u® u) + —71pr-1 + 0% L = - Qu), (1.8)
’y —

where
0
Y =Vlogp whend=1; ¢y = ﬁVp‘s_1 when 6 # 1;

Lu = —aAu — (a + B)Vdivu; (1.9)
Q) = a(Vu + (Vu)") + Bdivuls.

As § = 1, they [24] introduce uninformative a priori estimates of Vlogp in L® N D' N D? to establish
the existence of a 2-D local classical solution with far-field vacuum, which is also extended to the
three-dimensional spaces in [29]. As 6 € (1, +0), by using some hyperbolic approaches when p > 0 in
(1.8) and the hyperbolic one

u,+u-Vu=0 (1.10)

when p = 0, they [25] establish the existence of a 3-D local classical solution with a vacuum. The
corresponding global well-posedness under some initial smallness assumptions is also established
in [26]. As 6 € (0, 1), they [27] introduce an elaborate elliptic approach on the operators L(p° 'u) and
some initial compatibility conditions, to obtain the well-posedness of a local regular solution with
far-field vacuum in some inhomogeneous Sobolev spaces.

In the current paper, we are concerned with the main mechanism for possible breakdown of classical
solutions for the Cauchy problem (1 1)-(1.6)-(1.7) with 6 > 1 obtained in [25]. Our result shows that,
the L™ norms of Vu, Vp T and Vp = control the possible breakdown of this solution, which means that
if a solution of (1.1)-(1.6)-(1.7) is initially regular and loses its regularity at some later time, then the
formation of singularity must be caused by losing the bound of Vu, Vp% or Vp% as the critical time
approaches; equivalently, if they all remain bounded, a regular solution persists. This conclusion can be
stated precisely as follows.

Theorem 1.1. If (p, u) is the unique classical solution obtained in Theorem 2.1, and T < +co is the
maximal existence time of (p, u), then

T
lim [ (Val?, +Vp'T 12 + Vo= |o) df = co. (1.11)

T-T Jo

Furthermore, if y < 0, then

T
lim | (VP + VT ) dr = co. (1.12)

T—-T Jo
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This paper is organized as follows. In §2, we introduce some known well-posedenss theories of the
Cauchy problem (1.1)-(1.6)-(1.7) and some fundamental lemmas; in §3, we provide the detailed proof
of Theorem 1.1.

2. Preliminaries

In this section, we introduce some known well-posedness theories of the Cauchy problem (1.1)-(1.6)-
(1.7) and some fundamental lemmas that are frequently used in our proof.

In order to state our results clearly, we introduce the following regular solutions of the Cauchy
problem (1.1)-(1.6)-(1.7) from [23].

Definition 2.1 (Regular solutions). [23] Let T > 0 be a positive time. The function pair (p(t, x), u(t, x))
is called a regular solution to the Cauchy problem (1.1)-(1.6)-(1.7) in [0, T] x R* if (o(t, x), u(t, x))
satisfies this problem in the sense of distributions and:
(A) p20,p7 €CUO.TLH, p'T € C(0. T} H);
(B) u € C([0, TI; H") N L™([0, T]; H*), p'T V*u € LX([0,T]; L?),
O)u;+u-Vu=0as p(t,x) =0,
where s’ € [2,3) is an arbitrary constant.

The well-posedness of these regular solutions has been established in [23] as follow:

Theorem 2.1. [23] Assume 6 > 1 in (1.4). If initial data (oo, uy) satisfy

y-1 5—
2

P02 0. (o) Py stto) € H, 2.1)

then there exists a time T, > 0, and a unique regular solution (p, u) in [0, T,] X R to the Cauchy problem
(1.1)-(1.6)-(1.7) satisfying

p>0, (p'7.p'T) e C(0,T.]; HY),

’ 3 o=loq 2 2 (2.2)
ueC(0,T,; H )N L*([0,T.];H?), p* V'ue L([0,T.]; L),

where s' € [2,3) is an arbitrary constant. Moreover, if 1 < min{y, 6} < 3, (o, u) is indeed a classical
solution of the Cauchy problem (1.1)-(1.6)-(1.7) in (0, T.] X R>.

Next, we introduce the well-known Gagliardo—Nirenberg inequality and Moser-type calculus in-
equality.
Lemma 2.1. [30] Let function u € LY N D' (R") for 1 < q,r < oo. Suppose also that a real number 6

and natural numbers m and j satisfy

1 1-6
+(——@)9+— and

r n q

<6< 1.

S |~

Then u € D*P(R™), and there exists a constant C depending only on m, n, j, g, r and 0 such that

IDul, < CID"uf|ul,™. (2.3)
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Moreover, if j =0, mr < nand q = oo, then it is necessary to make the additional assumption that either
u tends to zero at infinity or that u lies in L°(R") for some finite s > 0; if | <r <ocoandm— j—n/risa
non-negative integer, then it is necessary to assume also that 6 # 1.

Lemma 2.2. [31] Let r, a and b be constants such that

I 1 1

—=—+—, and 1<a, b, r <.
r a b
Vs > 1, if f, g € W 0 WS (R™), then it holds that
IV*(fg) = fV°glr < C(IVF1a V" gl + IV flilgla), (2.4)
IV*(fg) = fV°8glr < Co(IVF1a Vgl + IV flalgls), (2.5)

where C; > 0 is a constant depending only on s, and V°f (s > 1) is the set of all Oif with |{| = s. Here
= (1, 8) € R is a multi-index.

3. Serrin-type blow-up criterion

The purpose of this section is to prove Theorem 1.1. Let (p_,u) be the classical solution to (1.1)-(1.6)-
(1.7) obtained in Theorem 2.1 in [0, 7] x R3. Suppose that 7' is the maximal existence time, and the
opposite of (1.11) holds, i.e.,

T
lim | (Vul, +[Vp'T 2 +Vp'T ) di = ¢ < o, (3.1)
T—T Jo

where ¢ > 0 is some finite constant.

3.1. Reformulation

By the two new quantities:
o-1 -1
¢=p7 and ¢=p7,
we can rewrite system (1.1) into a new system, which consists of a “quasi-symmetric hyperbolic”-

“degenerate elliptic” coupled system with some special lower-order source terms for (¢, u), and a
transport equation for ¢:

3
AW, + > A (W)3;W + ¢"L(W) = Hig) - QW),

J=1

o—1 .
¢ +u-Vo+ Tgpdlvu =0, (3.2)
(W, @)l = Wo,¢0), x €R’,

(W,¢) = (0,0), as |x|] > o0, >0,
where W = (¢,u)" and

0 0 0 0
L(W):(alLu)’ H(@:(W), Q(W):(O alQ(u)), (3.3)
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with a; = 222 5 0 and Q) = =-S(u). Meanwhile, 3;,W = dx;W, and

4Ay

1 0 u e,

Ao = . A= : ¢ T, j=1,2,3. (3.4)
0 6111[3 _pel alu“)]h

Here e; = (61;,02/,03j) (j = 1,2, 3) is the Kronecker symbol satisfying ¢;; = 1, wheni = j and ¢;; = 0,
otherwise. For any & € R*, we have

ETAWE > arlé)* with ap = min{l,a} > 0. (3.5)
Moreover,
r-1 o1
(WO7 QDO) = (¢a u, ¢)|t:0 = (p02 (X), MO(X)’poz (.X)), X € R3~ (36)

3.2. Uniform estimates for arbitrarily large time

Based on (3.1), we will make some uniform estimates for arbitrarily large times.

Lemma 3.1. If (3.1) holds, then
ol o.r1xr3) < C, (3.7)

forany 0 < T < T, where the constant C > 0 is only dependent on (py, ug), &, a, B, A, v and 6.

Proof. First, it is obvious that p can be represented by

!
p(t, x) = po(P(0, 2, x)) exp ( - f divu(s, D(s, 1, x))dS), (3.8)
0
where ® € C'([0,T] x [0, T] x R?) is the solution to the initial value problem

iq)(sa t’ x) = I/t(s, (D(Sa t’ x))’ O <s< T7

ds (3.9)
(1,1, x) = x, 0<s<T, xeR.
Then it is easy to derive that
llollz=q0.r1xe% < lPoleo €Xp(€) for 0 < T <T. (3.10)
]

Next, we are going to establish the H> estimates of (¢, u, ¢). Let
(=0+0+0

for three multi-indexes ¢ € R? (i = 1,2, 3) satisfying |£’| = 0 or 1. On the one hand, we apply the
operator 5 to (3.2),, multiply the resulting equations by 85W on both sides and integrate over R? to
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have
1d 4 T 4 {12 . 2
3 (W) T A W)dx + aalpVdiul; + ai(a + B)ledivdiuls
1
=3 f (W) divA(W)F Wdx
3
- Z f (F(A; (W) W) = Aj(W)D ;05 W) - 9, Wdx (3.11)
=1
—a f (6){((,02Lu) - 902L(9§u) . ééudx
~a f (Evgﬁ - Q@) - Ve - Q) - Fudx ZS: Ji
6‘ X X X I

i=1

On the other hand, we apply the operator 85 to (3.2),, multiply the resulting equations by & on both
sides and integrate over R? to have

sttt = [ aviotgrar— (@) - u- Vtpotpas
S—1 o , . 8 (3.12)
- f S (edivu)diedx = ; Ji.
Some terms in (3.11) and (3.12) are easy to be estimated in the following lemma.
Lemma 3.2. For|{| =k k=0,1,2,3, one has
Ji + Jo+dy + Jo + J7 < CIVWI (VW3 + [V gl3) G.13)

+ CIV@loo (V" oVl + [Vl VEuly),
where the constant C > 0 is only dependent on (py, uy), ¢, a, B, A, y and 6.

Proof. For |{| =k =0, 1, 2,3, from the Holder and Sobolev inequalities and Lemma 2.2 we can derive
that

1
Ji=5 f (W) TdivA(W)Wdx < CIVW| |05 W13,

3
f=- Z f(ai(Aj(W)ajW) - Aj(W)ajé)gW)(?inx
=1

<CIVW|. VWL,
0—1
0

1
Js =3 f divildipl*dx < CIVul|05pl5,

X

Ji== "=y [V Q- uds < CTGlLITOEuLIOEu (3.14)

Jr = - f @ (- Vo) — u- VE ) gdx
<C(|Vulo|V* @15 + IV@leol Vi 2| VEuly),
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which implies the desired conclusion.
]

Based on the relations (3.11)-(3.12) and Lemma 3.2, we can obtain the following lower order estimates.

Lemma 3.3. If (p, u) satisfies (3.1), then it holds that forany0 < T < T

T
sup (llell + il +||u||1)(t)+f (IpVul; +pVul)dr < C, (3.15)
0

0<t<T
where the constant C > 0 is only dependent on (pg, uy), ¢, @, B, A, y and 6.

Proof. Step 1. First, for the L>-estimate, from (3.11)-(3.12), we can see that

1d
3 fWTAode + aaleVuli + a(a + B)|edivul;

1 . 1 2
=5 f WTdivA(W)Wdx + —ay f Vo™ - Q(u) - udx (3.16)

SC(VWIelWE + [VelaloVublub),

1d 2-06 .
Sl = == f divulpldx < CIVul.ll3.

By (3.16), (3.1), Young’s inequality, and Gronwall’s inequality, we can conclude that

T
sup (W[5 + lel3)(0) + f lpVul3dt < C.
0

0<t<T

Step 2. Second, for the D'-estimate, i.e., || = 1, we have

J3; =—a f (O5(p*Lu) — * L u) - udx < C|VelwloLuly|Vul,,
6—1 .
== 5 [ oEdivuds < COVULITGE + [0V uiTel),
(3.17)
Js =a f #(Ve* - Q(u)) - O udx

~a [ V8 Q- Fokudx < C LIV uiVul

Based on (3.17), (3.1), Lemma 3.2, Young’s inequality, and Gronwall’s inequality, we can conclude that

T
sup (VWP + [Ve)(@) + f lpV2ulpdr < C.
0

0<t<T

The higher-order estimates for W are also obtained as follow:
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Lemma 3.4. If (o, u) satisfies (3.1), then it holds that for any 0 < T < T

sup (IV2@ll + V2@l + IV2ull )(2)
0<t<T

T (3.18)
+ f (leV3ul? + [pV*uld)dt < C,

0
where the constant C > 0 is only dependent on (py, uy), ¢, @, B, A, y and 9.

Proof. Step 1. First, for the D?-estimate, i.e., |{] = 2, we have

J3=—q f(8§(¢2Lu) - (,DZL(?iu) . 8§udx
<C(IVeloo| V2uly + [0V ul) |Vl VZuls + C1J3],
Js =a, f (Ve - Q(u)) - dudx

=C(lpll Vo Vitloo + [Veol2,[V2ulo) [V ul,
+ C(lpViuly + V2@l Vitlo IV @l Vil + CLS],

0—1
Jg =— 5 f 3 (pdivu)dedx
<C(IVulo| V3¢l + [VeleolV2uly + lV3ul)| V),

(3.19)

where the terms J3 and Jz, via integration by parts, can be estimated as

J;+ J; = f (goﬁitpLu + goV@i*tp . ﬁi_é‘ o)) - 8§udx
<C(IVlolVuly + [0V ul) Vel V2 uly,

(3.20)

for some multi-indexe ¢, € R? satisfying |/, = 1.
Thus, by (3.11)-(3.12), Lemma 3.2, (3.19)-(3.20), and Young’s inequality, we can conclude that

d
TAVPWE + IV0B)(0) + oV ul}

<C(VWls + Vel + DAVEWE + V20 (.2
+ CIVUleo| Voo V2| V21l + Clipleal Vitloo| V30l VPt

Step 2. Second, for the D3-estimate, i.e., |Z] = 3, it follows from the Holder and Sobolev inequalities
that

J3=—aq f(@i(cszu) - gozLaiu) . aiudx

<C(IV@lolVuly + oV uly) Vele|Vul,
+ CIV2 4l V@l V2uly|V2uly + CII| (3.22)
<C(IVlo|Vuly + [0V ul)IVele V2 ul,

3 3 1 1
+ CIV@l&|V2ul; [VulZ VPl + CLJ3,
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where we have used the Gagliardo—Nirenberg inequality in Lemma 2.1:
1 1 1 1
IV2els < CIV@ILIV @y and  [V2uly < CIVula|Viul;,
and the term J3*, via integration by parts, can be estimated as
J=—a f (905 @855 Lu + 98 pLu) - 8 udx

<C(IV@le|Vuly + [V ul) Vel V2 uly
+ C(IVlelVuly + [0V uly) V2 @la| V2uls
<C(IVelol Vuly + [V ul) Vel Vuly

1 1 1 1
+ C(IVglo|Vuly + lpV*ub)IVel2 VulZ V3¢l [V ul2,

for some multi-indexes ¢, € R? satisfying |/,.| = 2.
For the term Js5, we have

Js =a, f ’(Ve* - Qu)) - udx
<C(V@lwlV2uly + 19V ul) | Vpleo| V3utly
3
+ CIV2QlalVeplao V2ula | VPuly + € Y 15

i=1

<C(IV@le|Vuly + [V ul2) Vel V2 uly

3
1 3 1 3
+ CIVP B IVl IVulZ Vil +C 3 15
i=1
where the term JZ; (i = 1,2, 3), via integration by parts, can be estimated as

ST = [ (V0004 0t + ¥ 0574 Q) -

<C(IV@le|Vuly + [V ul2) Vel V2 uly
+ CIV@lo V2 ula| V2 la| VZuly + CIVZ |4 V214l V1l
SC(IVelol Vuly + [V ul) Vel Vuly

3.3 Lo 1o
+ C(IVeloVuly + IVelolVuly loViul)Vuls Vel
J5 = f@ngpz - Q(u) - O udx
=- f Ve - 05 Q(u) - 0Cudx — f V- Qu) - 05 udx

<C(VleolViuly + |V ub) Vel Vil
+ CIVeleo |V ula| Vpla V2 uly + CIVZ 1o V2 ulalVul,

- f FEVY - Qu) - 05 udx(= J.)
<C(IVelelVuls + [V ul)|Veleo|V uly
3 3 1 1 1 1
+ C(IV@IZIV3ulZ + IV@lZ IV ul? [V uly) Vul2 [ V3gl2 + .,

(3.23)

(3.24)

(3.25)
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for some multi-indexes /., Z.. € R? satisfying |Z,| = 1 and |/,.| = 2. For the last term in J23, we still need
the integration by parts to estimate it,

J, = — f 6i_§*V902 - Q(u) - 05 udx

<C|Vulo|V3@lleV4ul, + c' f oV - Qu) - 85 udx
<C|Vulo| V2 ohleViuly + CIV@|o| V2 ula| Vs Vuly (3.26)
+ CIVulo[V3uba| V2012 + CIVleo| Vo[ V3ula| V2l
3 3 1 1
<CIVuloo|V3elaloViuly + CIV@IZIVul IVl [Vul2,
+ CIV@lo| Vil |V ula | V3 ¢l

For the term Jg, we have

0—1
Jg = f 3 (pdivu)d dx
<CIVulo| V22 + CIV?@ly|V2uls| Vol
+ CIVel| Vb |V uly + CloViul, Vil (3.27)
1 1 1 3
<CIVulo|V 3 + CIVQIZ VU2V ul2 [V
+ CIV @l V2@l Vuly + CloViul Vel

Then, according to (3.11)-(3.12), Lemma 3.1-3.2, (3.22)-(3.27), and Young’s inequality, we can con-
clude that

d
— (VAW + V3@ + oV ul?
S VWL + Vb)) + 1oV ul, (3.28)

<C(IVWlw + VUl + [Vel% + DAV W] + [V,

which, together with Gronwall’s inequality, (3.1) and (3.20), gives (3.18). Hence the proof is finished.
O

3.3. Proof of Theorem 1.1

Now, we know that if the classical solution (p, u)(¢, x) exists up to the time T, where T < +oo is the
maximal existence time such that the assumption (3.1) holds, then we have Lemmas 3.1-3.4. Thus, by
the standard weak compactness theory, we can see that for any sequence {f};”, with 7, € (0,7T) and

fi = T(k — o), there exists one subsequence {1, };7, and functions (¢, u, ¢)(T, x) such that

B(t,, x) — &(T, x) in H* as k — oo,
u(ty, x) = u(T, x) in H> as k — oo, (3.29)
@(ty,, x) = (T, x) in H* as k — oo,

which implies that (¢, u, 90)(7, x) satisfies the initial data (2.1) in Theorem 2.1. Thus, by Theorem 2.1,

the classical solution (p, u), can be extended beyond [0, T]. This contradicts to the fact that T is the
maximal existence time. Thus, we obtain (1.11).
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Furthermore, when y < ¢, by Lemma 3.1 we have

lloll = o,r1xr3y < C.

Due to
y-1
2

Vo7,

Vp7 =——p
y—1

o1 0—1 oy
2

it is obvious that , .
ol 5—y 1o
f; |Vp 2 |c>o dl S C”p”Lm([o,TJXR,?)j(; |Vp 2 |oo dt’

which implies that we can obtain (1.12) similar to (1.11). Therefore, we complete the proof of Theorem 1.1.
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