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ABSTRACT. We present a non-local version of a scalar balance law modeling
traffic flow with on-ramps and off-ramps. The source term is used to describe
the inflow and output flow over the on-ramp and off-ramps respectively. We ap-
proximate the problem using an upwind-type numerical scheme and we provide
L and BV estimates for the sequence of approximate solutions. Together
with a discrete entropy inequality, we also show the well-posedness of the con-
sidered class of scalar balance laws. Some numerical simulations illustrate the
behaviour of solutions in sample cases.

1. Introduction.

1.1. Scope. Models of conservation laws with nonlocal flux have been used to
describe traffic flow dynamics in which drivers adapt their velocity with respect
to what happens to the cars in front of them [3, 5, 9, 11, 18]. In this type of
models, the flux function depends on a downstream convolution term between the
density or the velocity of vehicles and a kernel function with support on the negative
axis. However, the above models cannot be used to study the traffic flow on the
highway with ramps since they did not include their presence. Indeed, ramps are an
important element of traffic systems and develop some complex traffic phenomena,
see [12, 15, 16, 19, 20, 21, 22].

In this work, we propose a new nonlocal traffic model which includes the effects
of the inflow and output flow over the on- and off- ramps respectively. We start by
considering a modified local reaction traffic model proposed in [16],

Pt + (PU(P))z — Pon — Soﬁ'a (11)
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where the non-negative functions Sy, and Syg are the source and sink term, respec-
tively, defined by

Son(t,z,p) = Lon(z)gon(t) (1 P )7 (1.2)

Pmax
SOﬁ'(tax,p) = 1oﬁ(x)QOff(t) p 5 (13)

max

where o, € RT, and gog € RT the rate (number of vehicles per unit time per unit
length) of the on- and off-ramp respectively, as in [20, 21],

Gon (1) Lot (1)
onlt) = y off (f) = 2 s
dontt) = BT 1) = ol

ramp

with ¢f2™P(¢) the expected inflow flow of the on-ramp and ¢ g ©(¢) the expected
output flow of the off-ramp, Lo, and L.g are the lengths of the on- and off-ramps
respectively, whose spatial positions are described by the indicator functions 1,y ()
and 1og(z), defined as

Lon () = 1 x € Qon = [Zopns Tons Lo (1) = 1 z € Qott = [Zogr, Tott],
o 0 otherwise, off 0 otherwise.

For simplicity we consider Ly, = Log = L in the whole paper.

In order to obtain a non-local version of the model (1.1), we first rewrite the flux
function f(p) = pv(p) in its non-local version, where drivers react adapting their
velocity with respect to what happens in front of them, see [1, 3, 5, 11],

T+n
(o) = polprwy), with (pxwy)(t.z) = / Pty (y — 2)dy.

xr
On the on-ramp the idea is that at position x the flow merging in the traffic way
is inversely proportional to the average density around position x + 6, see Fig. 1,
i.e, we write

* Wy, §
Son(t, 2, py p % wn s) = Lon(2)on (t) <1 - pp’?), (1.4)
where
z4+n+9
(p % w5 (1, 2) = / Pty sy — 2)dy,
z—n+9

with € [0,1] and § € [-n,n]. Similarly to [5], here the parameter 7 represents
the radius of the support of the kernel function w, s, while ¢ is the point at which
the maximum is attained. This choice of the kernel models the fact that drivers
on the on-ramp can see what happens on the backward and forward on the main
road. However, in the numerical test section we will see that the choice of the non-
local term (1.4) does not guarantee that the proposed model satisfies a Maximum
Principle, see Example 3. In order to overcome this difficulty, we consider a first
variant of (1.4) taking

Sanltspup 5 005) = Lm0 1= L) (1222588 ). 1

Pmax Pmax
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FI1GURE 1. Hlustration of the model setting.

Note that this term contains a product which differentiates it from the original
model, this choice is also assumed in the multilane model studied in [8]. An alter-
native to avoid the double product in the previous equation (1.5) is the following

Son(t, 2, 9, p % wn.5) = Lon(2)qon(t) (1 - max{p; ”*“”75}> (1.6)

pmax pmax

In both models with (1.5) and (1.6), if the main road is crowded only few vehicles
can enter to the main road.

The purpose of this work is the study of the well-posedness of a nonlocal reaction
traffic flow model with source term given by (1.5) and (1.6).

1.2. Related work. In [2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 11, 9] the authors studied a nonlocal conser-
vation law to model vehicular traffic flow in the case Son = Sog = 0, i.e., without
on- and off-ramps. The need to design more realistic models has led to the deve-
lopment of multi-lane vehicular traffic models among which we can highlight the
following. In [14] it is introduced a new local model for multilane dense vehicular
traffic by means of a system of a weakly coupled scalar conservation laws. In [10]
the authors consider the model proposed in [14] but with a more general source
term and they allow for the presence of space discontinuities both in the speed law
and in the number of lanes; in these two local models the source term accounts
for the lane change rate and the key assumption is that the drivers prefer to drive
faster, and that the tendency of a vehicle to change lanes is proportional to the
difference in velocity between neighboring lanes. In [8] a multilane model with local
and non-local flux combined with a source term that also incorporates a nonlocality
is studied; here, the non-local source term describes the lane changing rate depen-
ding on a (nonlinear) evaluation of the velocity. In particular, the lane changing
rate is proportional to the difference in the velocity between two adjacent lanes, but
the velocities are evaluated in a neighbourhood of the current position, moreover,
this rate is proportional also to the density in the receiving lane, meaning that if
that lane is crowded only a few vehicles can actually change lane.

Regarding to vehicular traffic flow models taking into account the presence of
ramps, we can mention [16], where the authors study the (local) first order nonlinear
conservation law (1.1). A (local) second order model is proposed in [21] to study
the effects of on- and off-ramps on a main road during two rush periods. Likewise,
other works about the study of effects of ramps in vehicular traffic flow models are
referenced in [21]. In particular, in [7] the authors consider a Lighthill-Witham-
Richards (LWR) traffic flow model on a junction composed by one mainline, an
on-ramp and an off-ramp, which are connected by a node. Moreover, in [13] a
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non-local gas-kinetic traffic model including ramps is proposed, the model allows
to simulate syncronized congested traffic and reproduces realistic phenomena of
vehicular traffic by variations of the on-ramp flow . A new modeling methodology
for merging and diverging flows is studied in [17], the methodology includes coupling
effects between main and ramps flows and a new formulation for the modeling of
traffic friction is also introduced.

1.3. Outline of the paper. This work is organized as follows. In Section 2 we
present the proposed mathematical model with all the considered assumptions on
it. Afterwards, we introduce an upwind-type scheme with two different source
terms and derive important properties such as maximum principle, L' — bound and
BV estimates. Furthermore, we derive the L'—Lipschitz continuous dependence
of solutions to (2.1) on the initial data and the terms go, and ¢og in Section 3. In
Section 4, we present numerical examples illustrating the behavior of the solutions
of our model.

2. Mathematical model. The main goal of this work is to study the well-posedness
of the non-local reaction traffic model

,Dt—f'(p’l](ﬂ*wn))z :Son('7'7p7p*wn,6) _SOff('v'vp)v z GR, (21)
where Son (-, -, p, p * wy,s) defined in (1.5) or (1.6), Sog defined by (1.3) and initial
condition

p(z,0) = po(z) € (L' NBV) (R, [0, pmax])- (2.2)

From now on we call Model 0 the equations (2.1)-(1.4)-(2.2), Model 1 the equa-
tions (2.1)-(1.5)-(2.2), and Model 2 (2.1)-(1.6)-(2.2). Let us assume the following
assumptions:

g2mP € L°(RT;RT), ¢ 0 € L°(RT; RT).

v E C2([O,pmdx],R+), ’Ul(p) S 07 /0 € [Oapmax]-

wy € CH([0,n); RT) with w) (x) <0, [ wy(x)dz =1, V> 0. (H1)

wy,s € CH[6 —n, 6 +n);RY) with w’'(z),,5 > 0 for z € [§ —n,0],

W' (x)ys <0 for z €0,6+n], and ff:;] wy.s(z)de =1, ¥n > 0.

We recall the definition of weak entropy solution for (2.1).

Definition 2.1. Let py € (L' N BV)(R; [0, pmax)). We say that p € C([0,T7;
LY(R; [0, pmax])), with p(t,-) € BV(R; [0, pmax]) for ¢t € [0,T], is a weak solution
to (2.1) with initial datum pq if for any p € CL([0, T[xR;R)

/ / ppr + pVps) dmdt+/ / Sonpdadt
- / | Suredadt+ [ polaye(o.0)ds =0,
0 Qott R

where V(t,2) = v((p* w)(t,z)) and Sop is as in (1.5) or (1.6).

Definition 2.2. Let py € (L' N BV)(R;[0, pmax)). We say that p € C([0,T7;
LY(R; [0, pmax])), with p(t,-) € BV(R;[0, pmax]) for t € [0,T], is a entropy weak
solution to (2.1) with initial datum py if for any ¢ € CL([0, T[xR;R) and for all
keR

T
| [ o= Hig 10— Vo, = sen(o — ki) daat
0
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/ / sgn(p — k) onSDd:Bdt—/ / sgn(p — k) Sogpdxdt
off

+ [ 10 = (0, )z 2 0,
R

Our main result is given by the following theorem, which states the well-posedness
of problem (2.1) to (2.2) with source term given by (1.5) or (1.6). In order to simplify
the computations we consider ppax = 1 from now on.

Theorem 2.1. Let py € (L* NBV) (R;[0,1]). Assume v € C2([0,1;RT). Then,
for all T > 0, the problem (2.1) has a unique solution p € C° ([0, T]; L*(R; [0, 1]))
in the sense of Definition 2.2. Moreover, the following estimates hold: for any
te0,T]

o)Ly @) < Ra(t),
0 < p(t, ) <1
Vip(t)) < et (TV(po) +1Qr)
where
Ri1= HPOHLl(]R) + ||qmmp( )”Ll ([o,¢])) — Télln Hq;amp( )p('7x)||L1([0,t])
2.3)
. ramp . (
Ienén lgom (ol )HLl([O,t]) )

Or = 2 (||qu||Loo([o,T]) + HqufHLoo([o,T])) ) (2.4)
H = 2|lgonllpee(o,r7) + 19ottll Lo (fo,77) +wn(0)L, (2.5)
L= (Iolle o + 10"l o.11)) - (2.6)

3. Existence of entropy solution.

3.1. Numerical discretization. We take a space step Az such that n = NAz, for
some N € N, and a time step At subject to a CFL condition which will be specified

later. For any j € Z, let z;_1 /2 = jAx be a cells interfaces, z; = <j—|—§) Ax the cells

centers. We consider ramps with length L and take L = fAx, for some £ € Z* such
that z,,, = T 1172, Ton = T +1/2+0) Lo = Tk ,+1/2 a0d Tog = Tk 11/24¢, fOT
some k,, Eoff € 7. With this notatlon we define the subdomains Qo = 2oy, Ton)s
Qoft = [Zogr, Tost), and we put QF = [k, + 1,k,, + £] and QF; = [kog + 1, kog + £].
We fix T > 0, and set Ny € N such that NyAt < T < (N7 + 1) At and define the
time mesh as t" = nAt for n = 0,..., Ny. Set A = At/Az. The initial data is
approximated for j € Z, as follows:

o 1 Tj1/2
p; = E/z po(z)dz.

j—1/2

We define a piecewise constant approximate solution pa(t,x) to (2.1) as
te [tn,tntl
paltia) =i, for L€ 1T
T G]»Tj—1/2,50j+1/2],

The Sop terms (1.5) and (1.6) are discretized via
Son (112,25, 72 RO = Ton gt V20— ) (1= REEY?), (32)

on,j on,j
Son (412,507 2 R ) = Lot V2 (1 - max {12 R L) (3.3)

on,j

=0,...,Np—1,

c7. (3.1)

where
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The Sy term is discretizated via

+1/2 +1/2 n+1/2
Soff (tn+1/2axjap? / ) = ]'Off»quﬁ / p;L / ’ (34)
where we denote
1. = ﬁ f;jjjll//; 1on(x)dz7 Lon < Zj < Ton,
n, — .
o 0 otherwise.

ZTj—1/2

1 Tj+1/2 . =
1 L Az f ! 1OH($)d.’E, Loff S xj S Toffs
off,j = .
otherwise.

tn+l

1 1
n+1/2 _ L Ndt nt1/2 L
qu At \/tn QOn( ) 9 qoﬂ' At n

tn+1

qoff (t)dt.

The approximate solution pa is obtained via an upwind-type scheme together
with operator splitting to account for the reaction term, see Algorithm 3.1.

Algorithm 3.1 (Upwind scheme).

Input: approzimate solution vector {p}}jez fort =t"

dojeZ

1/2 n . . .

p?+ ? i = NPJ V(R4 )0) = pF-10(R]_y ) (3.5)

enddo
dojeZ
S;L:;/Q < Son (tnﬂ/z,xj,/)?ﬂm,RZI;/Z) , using (3.2) or (3.3),
S:;;/Q +— Soi (tn+1/2,1’j, p;LH/Q) , using (3.4),

Pt o T2 ARSI A (3.6)
enddo

Output: approzimate solution vector {P?H}jez fort ="t =" 4 At.

The terms R;LH/Q, RZI;-/Z for j € Z and n = 0,..., Ny — 1 denotes the dis-
crete convolution operators in the velocity and source term and they are defined,

respectively, by

[n/Az]-1
R?+1/2 = Z VoPj4p1s
p=0
LR ]-1
+1/2 A ntl/2
RO = X e

5—1
h=[ 5

Here we denote v, = ff”*ll//; wy(y — x)dy, for p € [0,|n/Az] — 1] and 4}, =
Ty

S22 sy — )y, for b € [1(6 = m)/Aal, |(5 4+ n)/Ax) — 1],

Th—1/2
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Remark 3.1. If 0 < pm_l/z <1 for all j € Z, then for all n € {0,..., Np — 1},

HR”H/ZH @) < 1. Indeed, we have that
Loo (QF
L%J “"J 1
n+1/2 A n+1/2
‘Roij/ ‘ < Th P]Ihil\ S An =1.
h=L5£ h= I.SA:

Remark 3.2. The discrete convolution operator R’ "2 gatisfies

on,j
Z R - R < X
JEZ

n+1/2 n+1/2‘

on,j+1 on,j Jj+1 J

The proof of this property can be seen in [8] Lemma 3.2.

3.2. Existence of solution Model 1. In order to prove the existence of solu-
tion of model (2.1)-(1.5), in the next lemmas we will show some properties of the
approximate solutions constructed by the Algorithm 3.1.

Lemma 3.1 (Maximum principle). Let po € L*(R;[0,1]). Let hypotheses (H1)
and the following Courant-Friedrichs-Levy (CFL) condition hold

A 1
At < min - < s s (3.7)
(Yollv' [l o,17) + [0l o,17)) " @

with Qr defined in (2.4) then for allt > 0 and © € R the piece-wise constant
approximate solution pa constructed through Algorithm 3.1 is such that

0 <pa(t,z) <1.
Proof. The proof is made by induction. Let us assume that 0 < p? < 1 for all

j € Z. Consider the convective step (3.5) of Algorithm 3.1, by CFL condition
(3.7) we have 0 < pnﬂ/2 <1 for j € Z (see Theorem 3.3 of [9]).

Now focus on the remaining step, involving the source term.

n n+1/2 n 2 n 2
B = (L - ) (1 R

on,j

+1/2 n+1/2
]-off,th?ff / p;L / >

2 2 2
< p;-lﬂ/z-i-Aﬂonquflm( _pr_z+1/ ) Atlog ggl/ p;LJrl/

_ (1 B At( Onqu;r1/2 Tl ]q:f—f}—l/Z)) p?H/Z T Atlonqurfl/z
Because of CFL condition (3.7), the last right-hand side is a convex combination

of pn+1/2 { nt+1/2 4 "2 ¢ (0, 1], we therefore

and one. Then p;-”r P; , } and since p;
conclude that 0 < p?“ <1, for j € Z. O

Lemma 3.2 (L' — Bound). Let py € L*(R,[0,1]). Let (H1) and the CFL condi-
tion (3.7) hold. Then, the piece-wise constant approximate solution pa constructed
through Algorithm 3.1 satisfies, for all T > 0,

loa(T; )L @) < Cu(T),
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with
CL(®) = llpollpr gy + llon™ llr o,y — 0 llgon™ ()paCs 2) Lo,y
(3.8)
_ ramp .
xglglzn lgo " (-)pal 753)”1,1([(”]) :

Proof. For the conservative form of the scheme (3.5), it is satisfied

Now, we going to work L' norm for relaxation step (3.6). By Remark 3.1 and CFL
condition (3.7) we have

e

p

n+1/2‘

Li(R) = ||P"||L1(R)

» (3.9)

p?—H/?‘ +At10n7jq3j1/2< _ p;z+1/2D —Atlofqué’glﬂ pn+1/2

J

multiplying this inequality by Az and summing over all j € Z we obtain

+1 +1/2
oy < ]
2
+Atq"+1/2A$ Z lonj Z 1onJ n+1/ ‘
JEQk, JjeQk,
—Atqggl/zAx Z Lom, p?H/Q
JEQh
+1/2
< lp" ||L1<R)+AtLQ”“/2< - 135?,,’)” />

Atan+1/2 min pn+1/2
JEQF

off

— n n+1/2 _ n+1/2 n+1/2
= 1P llpa @) + AtLgs, At]renslzg Lqg, ™" p;

_ At min an+1/2 n+1/2
JGQ

Thus, by a standard iterative procedure we can deduce

o ey = ool + lgon™ lea oy — 1in llgon™ ()pals @)L o.m)

= min {lg;g™"()

o pal 5”)”L1<[0,T1> :

O

3.3. BV estimates. We first prove the Lipschitz continuity of the source terms
(3.2) in its second, third and fourth argument and of (3.4) in its second and third
argument.

Lemma 3.3. The map Son defined in (3.2) is Lipschitz continuous in second, third
and fourth arqgument with Lipschitz constant HqOHHLOO([O ) and the map Sog defined

in (3.4) is Lipschitz continuous in second and third argument with Lipschitz constant

”qoff”LN([O,T])'
Proof. Let us start with term (3.2). We denote
Son - Son(tv Z, P, R0n> - Son(ta i'7 ﬁ7 éon)y
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then
|Son| <

IN

<

|Son(t7 €, p, Ron) - Son(ta z, P, Ron)|

+ Son(ta z, ﬁ; Ron) - Son(tv x, pNv Ron)

+ Son(ta x, p, Ron) - Son(tv z, p, éon)
|1OHQOn (1 - Ron) (ﬁ - p)| + 10nQ0n (1 - ,5) (Ron - Ron)

[ (Lon = Ten) don (1= 7) (1= Ron)

Ndon o= 0,71y 15 = 1 + ldonll e o7 |Fon = Ron
+ ||QOH||LOC([0)T]) }1011 - ion’
Ron - R()n

[1Gonl|Lo< (o, 77) (|ﬁ —pl+ + ’10n - ion’) .

Now, we prove the Lipschitz continuity of Sy term (3.4). Denoting

Soff = Soﬁ(t7 x, P)
|Soff| S

IN

- Soff(t7a~77 qof‘faﬁ)a we get

|SOff(tﬂ ‘rvp) - SOff(tv‘%apa )‘ + |S0ff(t7‘%a P) - SOff(ta ‘%7/3”
| Lot Goip — Lot Gottp| + | Lot Gop — Lo Gosi |
HCIoHHLw([o,T]) (|1off - 1off| +1lp= f7|) )

Thus, we have completed the proof.

211

O

The Lipschitz continuity of the source term proved in Lemma 3.3 is one of the key
ingredients in order to prove the following total variation bound on the numerical

approximation.

Proposition 3.1 (BV estimate in space). Let pg € (L' NBV) (R;[0,1]). Assume
that the hypotheses (H1) and CFL condition (3.7) hold. Then, forn =10,...,Nr—1
the following estimate holds

STlota -0t < TV (po) + TQr),
JEZL

with QO like in (2.4) and H like in (2.5).

Proof. Let us compute

n+1

Pir1 — Py = Pjt1

ntl  _ ntl/2 p?+1/2 AL {Sg:;ﬁ o S:rj;/z]

n+1/2 n+1/2
—At |:Soff,jil - Sof'f,j/ i| :

By the Lipschitz continuity of the source term proved in Lemma 3.3 and the
property of the discrete convolution operator given in Remark 3.2, we get

Sl =t

JEL

< (1 + At ||qon||Loc<[o,T])) Z; P

n+1/2 . n+1/2
j+1 J

je

+At ||QO1’1||L<>C([07T]) Z |10n,j+1 - 1on,j|

JEQE

on
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n+1/2 n+1/2
+At HQOHHLOC([O,T]) Z ‘Ron,jil - Ron,j/ ’

jez
n+1/2 n+1/2
At gl oy 3 |52 = 0]
jez
+AL [|gott | 1,50 ([0, 77 Z [Lofr,j+1 — Lofr,j|
JEQost
n+1/2 n+1/2
< (1 + At (2 [ gonl| Lo (fo,77) + ||CIofT||Loc([o,T]))) > Pj+1/ — oY
JEL
+At | gon|l < (j0,7)) Z [Lonj+1 = Lon g
JeQl,
+A [|gofr || 1,5 ([0,77) D Mot — Lol
JEQost
n+1/2 n+1/2
< (148t (2lgonllieqorry + laotlliqomy) ) D[ = o
jez
FALO. (3.10)

Now, for convective part (3.5) we follow [9] and get

+1/2 +1/2 n n
pii =ity ’ < (14 Atwn(0)L) Y [0 = |
jeL

with £ = (||v[lLee(jo,17) + |V [l ([0,1)))- Plugging the inequality above in (3.10) we
obtain

Z o — ot < (1 + At (2 l[gon [l jo,77) + ||qoff||Loc([o,T]))>
€z

x (14 Atwy(0)£) Y |y — pf| + AtQr,

JEZ
which applied recursively yields
105 =P <" (TV (po) + TQr), (3.11)
jez
with H =2 ||qonHL°°([0,T]) + 1 9ott [ 20 ([0, 77) + wy(0)L . O

Proposition 3.2 (BV estimate in space and time). Let hypotheses (H1) hold,
po € (LY NBV) (R;[0,1]). If the CFL condition (3.7) holds, then, for every T >0
the following discrete space and time total variation estimate is satisfied:

TV (pa;[0,T] xR) < TCyut(T),
with
1
Cat(T) = "™ ((1+2L) (TV (po) + TQr)) + 5 2rCU(T) + [lgon™ llpoe o,7yy - (3-12)

Proof.

Nr—1

TV(pa; [0, T xR) = > > At|pfy, —pf|+ (T — NrAt) Y ‘pj-vfl —piT
n=0 jez JEZ
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Np—1

+ Z ZAx |p"+1

n=0 j€eZ

By BV estimate in space (3.11), we have

Np—1
DD IV LIRPRRCE ) o) F e
n=0 j€Z JEZ
< Te™(TV(po) +TQOr). (3.13)
On the other hand, observe that
= ] < - A - | an

We then estimate separately each term on the rlght hand side of the inequality
(3.14).

By the definition of the relaxation step (3.6), for the first term on right hand
side of (3.14) we have

pn_t,-l _ pn+1/2

nt1/2 n+1/2
; ; ‘ s g

At on,j off,j
ALt (1= o7 2) (1= )

on,j

IN

IN

1/2 1/2
“!‘Atloff,jq:f;‘r/ ;LJF/

Atqgjl/Q (101"13 +1on,; P

IN

n+1/2 D

+ AL q:;fd/Q o2

; ) : (3.15)

then multiplying by Az and summing over all j € Z,

2 Y|
jez JEQ, JEQE,
+Atqn+1/2Ax Z log j p;H_l/Q)
JeQky

At n+1/2 L ’
Gon + (P Li(®)
L1 (R)

g (L + 1"l )

+At HQOHHLoo( [0,71) o™l )

n+l _ n+1/2

IN

Atq"rj'l/2 Az Z Lon; + Ax Z Lon,j p?+1/2‘

IN

n+1/2‘

n+1/2) n
FALG

= *AtQTllp lLr @) + Atllgga™ L~ jo,17)- (3.16)

Now we analyze the second term of the right hand side (3.14). Since the nume-
rical flux defined in (3.5) is Lipschitz continuous in both arguments with Lipschitz
constant £, defined by (2.6), we obtain

n+1/2 n
Pj /_Pj

A ‘Fj+1/2(P}la R;'l+1/2) - Fj—l/z(ﬂyflv R;L71/2)‘

AL (W =Pyl + ‘R?+1/2 B _1p ) ;

IN
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multiplying by Az, summing over all j € Z and by the Remark 3.2 we get
ntl/2  n

sz P; pi| < 2£Atz |p?_~_1 -0yl (3.17)
Jez JEL

Collecting together (3.16) and (3.17), and by using Lemma 3.2 and Proposition 3.1
we have,

AcY | gl < g0l
JEL
+AL o0 ™ o< jo,77) + QEAtZ P — P}
jEL
1
< SAQICH(T) + Atllgs™ lluee po,17)
+2LAte™ (TV (po) + TQr) . (3.18)
Then, collecting together (3.13) and (3.18) we get
Nr—1
55 Mtloga— 5|+ (- Mot X | - 3
n=0 j€Z JEZ
Npr—1
LD IDICIVASEYA
n=0 j€Z

1
< TeH((1+2L) (TV(po) + TQr)) + 5TQrCu(T) + T g™ Il (o, -
O

3.4. Discrete entropy inequality. In order to define an entropy inequality we
define, for k € [0,1], and the numerical fluxes

Gjt172(u) = w(Rjtiy2),  Fjyqp(u) = Gjpip2(uV k) — Gipre(uAK),
with a V b = max{a,b}, and a A b = min{a, b}.

Lemma 3.4. Let py € (L' NBV) (R;[0,1]). Assume that hypotheses (H1) and
CFL condition (3.7) hold. Then, the approximate solution pa constructed by Al-
gorithm 3.1 satisfies the following discrete entropy inequality: for j € 7Z, for
n=20,...,Np—1 and for any k € [0, 1],

] |pfﬂ|+x(j+1/2(pj) 9§+1/2(py_1))

—Atsgn (p;wrl ) (Son <tn+l/2 $]7p;l+1/2 Rn+l/2)

on,j
— S <tn+1/27 ],p7+1/2> >

+Asgn (p;‘+1 —K) K (v (R;-’_H/Q) —v (R?_1/2)> <0.
Proof. We set
Gi(w,w) = w—=A(Gjrrp2(w) = Gj_1/2(u))
= w—A(wo(Rjs1y2) —uv(Rj_1y2)) -

+1/2 n n
el _9J(pj71,pj)'

Clearly p;
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The map §; is a monotone non-decreasing function with respect to each variable
under the CFL condition (3.7) since we have

29 95
% =1- AU(R]'+1/2) 2 0, - = A”U(Rj_l/g).

ou
Moreover, we have the following identity

Gi(pj_1 V £, 07 V E) = G5 (pf_1 A Ky pf A K)
= [pj =5 = ((Jr;'cﬂ/z (P7) = F5_1/2 (P?—1)) :

Then, by monotonicity, the definition of scheme (3.5) and by using
la 4+ b|] > |a|] + sgn(a)b, we get

i (pj_1 VK, p} V K) = G5 (pf_1/ K, p} N E)
> G5(05_1,07)V G5k, 8) = G5 (pF_1,07) A Gj(k, k)
= lgj(p?—lvp?) - 9j(/£7 K)|

P2 = Gy (m.m)|

p?"'l — K+ A& (U(R;L+1/2) - U(R;‘L—l/z))

—At (SO“ (tnﬂ/z’xj’p;‘lﬂ/zvRZrﬁ/z) — Soft (t"+1/2,xja0?+1/2)) ‘

[ =l + Asgn (3 = ) e (0(Ry ) — 0(RY o))

%

J )~ ron,g

Sq (tn+1/2’ Ijvp;z-&-l/Q) >
O

The following Theorem states the L!-Lipschitz continuous dependence of solution
to (2.1) on both the initial datum and the go, and gog functions.

Theorem 3.1 (Uniqueness). Let p and p be two solutions to problem (2.1) in the
sense of Definition 2.2, with initial data po, po € L* "BV (R;[0,1]), with on-ramp
rate qon, Gon and off-ramp rate qogr, Gosr, respectively. Assume v € C2([0,1],R*).
Then, for a.e. t € [0,T],

o(t) = p(O) 2 ()
< (llpo = follgaay + L (lgon = donllga o) + o = dosllga o) ) -

Proof. The proof follows closely Theorem 5.6 of [8].

By using Kruzkov’s doubling of variables technique we get

HP(T, ) - ﬁ(Tv ')”Ll(R)
T
dxdt +/ /
0 Qortr

T
< ||PO - ﬁOHLl(R) "’/0 /Q

T T
[ [vl1oapte oot [ [ aflott.o)]deat,
0 R 0 R

Son Sog| dzdt
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where
Son = Son (ta Xy qon, P, Ron) - Son (ta x, QOIU p~a Ron) P
goff = Som (t Ty qon, ) — Somr (t,x, donvﬁ) s
vV = v(R)-u(P),

V. = 0,0(R)— d,0(P).

Let us now estimate all the terms appearing in the right hand side of the above
inequality. We start bounding Son and S, terms:

I
-1 1.
<) [

dadt

on

Son (t7 Z5qon; P, Ron> - Son (t7 €z, qonv [37 Ron)

Sz ) dadt,
where
Sen = Son (t%,on, p; Ron) — Son (t, vaonap7Ron) :
S = Son (t,fc,qon,p, f%on) — Son (tw,qomxi Ron) :
St = Son (12 6ons s Foon ) = Son (2, dons ., Ben ) -

First we are going to bound S, term,

Longon (1 = p) ((1 — Ron) — (1 B RO“))‘

< ||qu||Loc([o,T]) ‘Ron — Ron|,
thus
T
/ / S ||q0n||Loo [0 T] / / on - on dxdt
0 Qon
S ||QOn||Loo [O’T])/O HRon - Ron Ll(Qon) .
Observe that
[ Bon = Ronl|, 0, < llplt) = 20
since [ wy(z)dz = 1. Then,
T T
L Jdsdt < lamllomgomy [ 196 = 56
0 Joom 0
<

T
< Moy [ 06 = 58y .
Now we are going to bound S2,.

Loaton (1= Ron) (1= p) (5= p)

[ gonllLo (0,77 1P — A1+

IN
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Integrating in time and space we have

T
[ s
0 Q

on

T
dzdt < gonllpee 0,20 / 10(t,) — 7t Mg

T
< Mooy [ 0602 = 58y .
Bounding S3,,
S[:’n = 1on (]- - ﬁ) (1 - Ron) (qon - qon)
S |qu - QOnla
thus
T R T
/ / S3 |dedt < / / |9on — Gon| dzdt
0 Qon 0 Qon
< L HQOn - (jon”]_‘l([o,T]) .

Therefore, we get the following estimate

I

T
< 2{|gon L. (0,7 /0 [p(t,-) — p(t, ')”Ll(R) dt + L [|gon — (jonHLl([O,T]) - (3.19)

Son| dzdt

Regarding So term, we proceed in a similar way like above and we get

Sof'f - ‘]—ofoOffp - 10f’f§offﬁ|
< S|+ |Sorl
where
Séff = Soff (t,l’, QOH,P) - Soff (tvxv(IOf‘fa ﬁ) 5
Sc%ff = Soff (taxaquv[)) — Soft (t,I7(joff,ﬁ)-
Then,
T T
- -
L[S andt < auslumgomy [ 10 = s
0 Qotr 0
T
< Mol oy | 100t ) = 0 sy
and
T ~
/ / S| dedt < Lot — ost .1 0.7 -
0 JQotr
Thus, we get

T
/ / (S| derdlt
0 Qotr

T
S ||QOHHLOO([O,T]) /O ||p(t5 ) - ﬁ(t7 ')”LI(R) dt + L ||QOff - QOE||L1([O,T]) . (320)
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Next, focus on V, by using the following estimate

VI wnO) 1Vl o, 008 ) = 76 sy

we obtain

T
| [ vl10upte.a)lazar
0 R
T

< wy(0) [0l (0,1 t:[%%} ot )lrv ) /o ot ) = pt, )l ) dt. (3:21)

Next, we pass to V,. Following [8] we compute
Vel
2 .
< (2@ (0D 10w o,y + 10 e o Il e o ) 1CE ) = 58 g ey
Fwn (0)[[V" [l o,1)) (I = Bl (¢, + 1) + [p — Bl (¢, %)),

thus
T T
/0 / Vol lo(t, 2)| dadt < W / 1ot ) = 5t Magey &, (3.22)

where

W= (2@ (0 1w oy + 10 oo Il o ) €18
+2uwn (0) HU/HLoo([o,l]) :
Collecting together (3.19), (3.20), (3.21) and (3.22) we get
HP(T, ) - [)(T7 )”Ll(R)

< llpo = pollprr) + L (Hi]on — Gonllp o, + g0 — i?offHLl([o,t]))

T
+€ [ l(t) = e sy (3.23)
where
C=H+ w,(0) V|10 sup ||p(t,- +W.
n(0) [0l ([0,1]) re0.1] 1o )”TV(R) (3.24)
An application of Gronwall Lemma to (3.23) completes the proof. O

3.5. Proof of Theorem 2.1. The convergence of the approximate solutions cons-
tructed by Algorithm 3.1 towards the unique weak entropy solution can be proven
by applying Helly’s compactness theorem. The latter can be applied due to Lemma
3.1 and Proposition 3.2 and states that there exists a sub-sequence of approximate
solution pa that converges in L1 to a function p € L ([0,7] x R;[0,1]). Following
a Lax-Wendroff type argument, we can show that the limit function p is a weak en-
tropy solution of (2.1) in the sense of Definition 2.2. Together with the uniqueness
result in Theorem 3.1. this concludes the proof of Theorem 2.1.
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3.6. Existence for Model 2. In this section we consider the problem (2.1) with
the Son (1.6). In Algorithm 3.1 we substitute S,, term in the reaction step (3.6)
by (3.3), thus now the term (3.6) is given by

P = Y A2 (1 max (g R
~Atlog g ol (3.25)

Lemma 3.5 (Maximum Principle). Let pg € L*(R;[0,1]). Let hypotheses (H1)
and CFL condition (3.7) hold, then for allt > 0 and x € R the piece-wise constant
approximate solution pa constructed through Algorithm 3.1 is such that

Proof. The proof is made by induction. We assume that 0 < p% <1 for all j € Z.
Consider the step (3.5) of Algorithm 3.1, by CFL condition (3.7) we have 0 <

"< for j e Z.
Now focus on the remaining step, involving the source term.
p;m _ p;;+1/2 + Aty ;g1 (1 _ max{p?“m RZX;/Q})
n+1/2 n+1/2
_AtloffJ Aog j
+1/2 +1/2 +1/2 +1/2
nt1/2 n1/2 p;l / +Rgng/ + P;l _Rgn,j/
= Py + Atlon jqon 1- D)
n+1/2 n+1/2
_AtIOffJ dofr J
2 (e nt1/2 11 ntl/2 ntl/2 11 nt1/2 pnt1/2
- p Onﬁjqon 9 on,j9on p_] 9 on,j%on on,j
1 12| n+1/2  Hntl/2 +1/2 n+1/2
*ilonqui / p? / :)Ln]/ ’710qugﬁ / j’ /
+1/2 1 12 1 +1/2
< P? / —|—At( on i@t * = S Lon i ? 7 / 210nqurjr1/2 Zn,]/

1 2
121 n+1/2 ‘Rnﬂ_/ ‘ _ 71 n+1/2 ; oitgai o]

9 on,jqon on,j on,j90n

pr;+1/2‘ 1 ‘qn+1/2 n+1/2>

= p?+1/2+At< on g @ % = Lon i 2 o0 T2 — 1oﬂ,aq§§1/gﬂy+l/2>

1/2 1/2
(1= 8 (Lo gl Lyl 7)) £ At 2
now we can proceed as in Lemma 3.1. O

Lemma 3.6. Let py € LY(R,[0,1]). Let (H1) and the CFL condition (3.7) hold.
Then, the piece-wise constant approximate solution pa constructed through Algo-
rithm 3.1 satisfies,

”pA(t)”Ll(R) < Ci (1),
where Cy like in (3.8).
Proof. By (3.26) and CFL condition (3.7) we have

n41 n+1/2 n+1/2 n+1/2 n+1/2 | n+1/2
|Pj+ }ﬁ Pj ‘+At10n]qoj/ (1_ Py D Atlyg .5 4o Pj

)

this cases reduce to (3.9) and we can proceed as in Lemma 3.2. O
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3.7. BV estimates.

Lemma 3.7. The map Son given in (3.25) is Lipschitz continuous in second, third
and fourth argument with Lipschitz constant ||gon 1, (o, 77)-

Proof.
Son(t; T, p, Ron) = Son(t, &, 5, Ron)| < 81+ 82 + S,
where
S1 = |Sou(t, 7, p, Ron) — Son(t,x, p, Ron)|
S> = |Son(t, x4, Ron) — Son(t, @, p, Ron)

S3 = Son(taxaﬁa Ron) - Son(@ﬁﬁ, Ron) .

by the definition of S,,, term and by using the estimation
|max(aq,b) — max(ag,b)| < |a1 — asl,

we have

S1

IN

ol |1~ 0 (. R~ (1 = s {7, Ren) |

= ||QOHHL°°([O,T}) ‘ max {[)7 Ron} — max {Pa Ron}
< gonllpec o,y 12 — £I-

Pass now to Ss:

Sa

IN

Hq01’1||L°°([07T]) ‘ max {[)7 Ron} — max {[)a Ron}

IN

qun”LOC([oj]) ‘Ron - Ron .

Next, we analyze the Sz term:

83 = |LonGon (1 — max {ﬁ) Ron}) - ionqom (1 — max {ﬁaéon}> ‘
< laonllm gy [Lon = Ton] [1 — s {7 Ron )|
< ||qon||L<>C([07T]) ‘]-on - 10n’ .

O

Proposition 3.3 (BV estimate in space). Let pg € (L' NBV) (R; [0,1]). Assume
that the hypotheses (H1) and CFL condition (3.7) hold. Then, forn =0,...,Np—1
the following estimate holds

Do lpfa =y < M(TV () + TQr)
JEL
with H like in (2.5).

Proof. Due to the results obtained in Lemma 3.7, the proof is analogous to that
one of Proposition 3.1. O
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Proposition 3.4 (BV estimate in space and time). Let hypotheses (H1) hold,
po € (LY NBV) (R;[0,1]). If the CFL condition (3.7) holds, then, for every T > 0
the following discrete space and time total variation estimate is satisfied:

TV (pa; [0, T] xR) < TCyu(T),
with Co+(T') defined in (3.12).

Proof. For this proof we need to compute the following estimate,

ntl r;+1/2‘ Sn+1/2 _ Sn+1/2‘

Py < At

Pj on,j off,j

n+1/2 n+1/2 n+1/2
Lon,jqon (1 — mmax {pj+ / 7Rorj:j/ }) - 10ff,jCIoffpj+ / ’

n+1/2 n+1/2
AtLon; [gonllg. (0.7 ’lfmax (o m H

= At

IN

n+1/2
y .

+At 1o, ||QOH||L<><>([0,T]) P

Here we need to consider two cases, which are described below:

n+1/2 Rn+1/2} _ pr_z+1/2

Case 1: max { Pj s Ron j ; . In this case we get the following estimate

n+41 n+1/2
Pj P

IN

+1/2
AtLon,; ldon e go.27) [1 = 757

@+1/2’

+A Lo quff”LOO([O,T]) Pj

IN

n+1/2
At lgonllgee oy (14 |03 %))

n+1/2’

+AtLofj || 9ot | o< (0,77 |25

IN

n-‘rl/QD

Atllgon|Les (f0,17) (1on,j + Lonj |P;

n+1/2
Pj /’-

+At ||QOH||L3<>([0,T]) Lo j

s flon,j on,j on,j

Case 2: max {p" /2 R*TY/2L = R"FU2 Opserve that since R™F/? < 1, this
Pj

implies that 0 < ‘1 — Rn+1/2‘ <1<1+ , from what we get the

n+1/2
on,j J

p
following estimate

n n+1/2 n+1/2
Pj o Pj / ’ < Atloyy ||QOn||L°°([0,T]) ‘1 - Ron,j/ ‘
n+1/2
+AtLog,5 ||QOff||Loo([o7T]) Pj / ‘
n+1/2
< At||gonllLee (jo,17) (1on,j + Lon,; pj+ / ’)
n+1/2
+AL|qost | Loe (j0,77) Lott.s |25 / ’
Note that both cases reduces to (3.15) and therefore the rest of the proof is
analogous to Proposition 3.2. O

4. Numerical experiments. In this section we present some numerical examples
to describe the effects that the ramps have on a road. We solve Model 1 and
Model 2 by means Algorithm 3.1 with the term S,, computed as (3.2) and (3.3),
respectively. In all numerical examples below, we consider one on-ramp and one
off-ramp, both ramps with length L = 0.1, the on-ramp is located from z = 1.0
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until x = 1.1, the off-ramp is located from = = 3 until x = 3.1 and we consider the
following kernel functions

n—x
wy(z) = 27)([0,77] (z),
116 5/2
(A}r]ﬁ(ﬁr) = Eg (’]72 — (II,' — (5)2) X[_n+§7n+5] (x)7

for convective and reactive terms respectively, with n € [0,1] and § € [—n, 7).

4.1. Example 1: Dynamic of Model 1 vs. Model 2.

In this example we show numerically the behavior of the density of vehicles in
a main road with the presence of one on-ramp and one off-ramp. We solve (2.1)
numerically in the interval [—1, 9] in simulated times T'= 0.5, T =2, T =5, T =T.
We consider Az = 1/1000, n = 0.05, 6 = —0.01, a constant initial condition po(x) =
0.3, and the rate of the on- and off-ramp are given by gon(t) = 1.2, gog(t) = 0.8,
respectively.

In Fig.2 we can see that when vehicles enter the ramp, the density of vehicles on
the main road increases and a shock wave with negative speed is formed, after that,
a rarefaction wave appears and when some vehicles leave the main road through
off-ramp a shock wave with positive speed is formed. In particular we can observe a
difference between the maximum density that is reached in each model, which may
be due to the presence of the term 1 — p in the Model 1.

4.2. Example 2: limit  — 0 in Model 2.

In this example we take a look at the limit case n — 0 and investigate the
convergence of the Model 2 to the solution of the local problem (1.1)-(1.3). In
particular, we consider the initial condition po(x) = 0.3 for z € [0,1], gon(t) =
1.2, gog(t) = 0.8 at T' = 5 with fixed Az = 1/1000 and 7 € {0.1,0.05,0.01,0.004},
and § = 0. To evaluate the convergence, we compute the L' distance between
the approximate solution obtained for the proposed upwind-type scheme by means
Algorithm 3.1 with a given n and the result of a classical Godunov scheme for
the corresponding local problem. In Table 1, we can observe that the L1 distance
goes to zero when 17 — 0. The results are illustrated in Fig.3.

n 0.1 0.05 0.01 | 0.004
LT distance | 2.8e-1 | 1.6e-1 | 3.6e-2 | 1.1e-2
TABLE 1. Example 2. L! distance between the approximate solu-

tions to the non-local problem and the local problem for different
values of n at T =5 with Az = 1/1000.

4.3. Example 3: Maximum principle.

In this example we verify that the Algorithm 3.1 with the terms S, (3.2)
and (3.3) satisfy the maximum principle, i.e., we verify numerically that Lemmas
3.1 and 3.5 respectively, are fulfilled. On the other hand, we also verify that the
Algorithm 3.1 with a discretization of the term S, (1.4), which we called Model
0, does not satisfy a maximum principle. For this purpose we consider the initial
condition given by

()= { 01 i w1
POTI = 1.0 if 2> 1.1,
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(b)

(a)

" ——Model 2
----- Model 1

——Model 2
----- Model 1

FIGURE 2. Example 1. Numerical approximations of the problem
(2.1). Dynamic of Model 1 vs. Model 2 at (a)T = 0.5, (b)T = 2,

()T =5, ()T =1.

Local RTM
== =n=0.004
=0.01

FIGURE 3. Example 2. Numerical approximations of the problem
(2.1) at T = 5. Comparison of local and non-local versions of the
model (2.1) with 6 = 0 and different values for 7.
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gon(t) =1, gor(t) = 0.2 at T = 0.3, with Az = 1/100, n = 0.05, and § = —0.01. We
can see in Fig.4 (a) that the Model 0 does not satisfy a maximum principle unlike
Model 1 and Model 2. The Fig 4 (b) is a zoom of (a) in which we can appreciate
in a better form that Model 0 does not satisfy a maximum principle.

(a) (b)

0.8

<06}
4

SN

pal(t, )

0.4r
0.9

02k Model 2|] ——Model 2

B ] Model 0
-1 0 1 2 3 0.9 1 1.1 1.2 1.3

FIGURE 4. Example 3. Numerical approximation at time 7" = 0.3.
(a) Model 1, Model 2 satisfying a maximum principle and Model 0
not satisfying a maximum principle. (b) Zoom of a part of (a).

4.4. Example 4: Free main road.

In this example we consider a free main road, i.e, we consider a initial condition
po = 0, boundary conditions pg(t) = 0.4 for all ¢ > 0 and absorbing conditions at
x = 5. We also consider the rate of the on-ramp gon(t) = 3 (sin(nt) 4+ 1) and the
rate of the off-ramp gog(t) = 0.2. We solve (2.1) numerically in the interval [—1, 5]
in different times, namely T'=1, T =2, T =5, T = 7 and consider Az = 1,/1000,
n=0.1, 6 = —0.02. In Fig.5 we can see the dynamic of the model 2.1 approximated

by means of Model 1 and Model 2.

5. Conclusion and perspectives. In this paper we introduced a nonlocal ba-
lance law to model vehicular traffic flow including on- and off-ramps. We presented
three different models called Model 0, Model 1 and Model 2 and we proved exis-
tence and uniqueness of solutions for Model 1 and Model 2. We approximated the
problem through a upwind-type numerical scheme, providing a Maximum principle,
L' and BV estimates for approximate solutions. Numerical simulations illustrate
the dynamics of the studied models and show that Model 0 does not satisfy a ma-
ximum principle. A limit model as the kernel support tends to zero is numerically
investigated. In a future work, we would like to consider a nonlocal version of the
second order model proposed in [21].
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(a)

1 T T T |
[ ——Model 2 ——Model 2
T I Model 1 —-=-=Model 1
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|
|
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I

FIGURE 5. Example 4. Dynamic of the model (2.1). Behavior of
the numerical solution computed with Algorithm 3.1 by means
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